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VE: 709g Know the Law of 
"= Cuſtom has made 
2 F Wee: it not onely an uſu« 
FS al favour, but an 
mt Duty , to 'comple- 
went at leaſt, if not Hatter, 
ſuch women as men writa 
to , eſpecially the Great 
Ladies , who think none 
write well, that do not praiſe 
them much, and thoſe write 
beſt, who extol them moſt : 
A 3 High 
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High praiſes being like good © 


Poetry , Muſick in words, 
the found of which may 
be agreeable, but truly to 
deſerve them, requires ſuch 
2 Gygantick ſize of merit , as 
Is very unproportionable to 
the ſJender-waſted Virtues of 
moſt Ladies, who are over- 
eager to receive pratles , 
and over-careleſs in meriting 
any, and the grand reaſon is, 
becauſe they know they uſua!- 
ly have them without it, and 
that cuſtom muſt give 
it, though reaſon can- 
not, ſo cbliging is the 
common courteſie of England 
to Ladies, that it allows them 
to pretend to all praiſes as 
theirdue , though few deſerve 
any 
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any as their right. Ina word, 
our Eegliſh Ladies muſt have 
their Characters writ, jaſt as 
the Dutch Madams will have 
their Piftures drawn , that 1s 


very handſom, though they - 


themſelves be never ſo ugly. 

But, Madam , for your 
rart, I know your perfectt- 
ons ſo abundantly , and my 
own heart ſo truly, as I muſt 


beg the Law of Cuſtom par- 


don here, it being beyond 
my power to flatter, or com-, 
plement, {mce I can net- 
ther overpraiſe your high me- 
rit, or out-ſpeak the real love, 
and true eſteem, I have both 
for you and them, ſo that 
knowing all manner cf prai- 
ſes to be juſtly due toycur me. 
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(6) 
rits, I find I cannot here make 
you a preſent of any , with- 
out doing you an injurie , by 
intituling you to thoſe praiſes 
by gift, which all know are 
your own by right. 

For truly, Madam, the 
who'e progreſs of your Aci« 
ons have fti!] been ſo highly 
vertuous.,and religiouſly (t1if, 
and ever beiteved, and pro- 
claimed ſuch , that though 
your Beautie might-make bad 
men wiſh you ill , yet your 


Vertues hinder the worſt from 


dariog to think you fo5 for if 
they did , their own . hearts 
muſt at the ſame time con- 
demn theic own thoughts , 
and declare your innocencie 5 


like Pilate, who with the ſame 
breath 


_— 
» ————_— 
Nr EI 
© We > 7 & S 
_ 6 "ROS RE a COTE © 0 Ce 


(7) 
breath he condemned our Sa» 
viour, ſaid, He fouad no ſault 
in him. | 

But, Madam, though your 


 vertuous life is ſo tranſparent- 


ly excellent , yet for all that, 
you ovghc to look on your 
unſvil'd reputation as no ſmall 
bleſſing of prefervation in 
theſe ſcandalous times, where 
ſo few Handſom Ladies eſcape 
cenſure, and ſo many deſerve 
It 5 for now the extravagatt- 
cies of Romance-Amours are 
not ogely daily read , but al- 
moſt hourly praiſed 3 and 
women at, more than Ro- 
mances can write, whilſt the 
ſober rules of Vertue, and pi- 
ous duties of Religion , are 
ſe;dom thought 99, and moſt 

4 rarely 
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(3) 
rarely practiſed, our Youth 
being generally grown, ſuch 
fond friends of Mr. Hobbs his 
Books, as they are become 
meer ſtrangers to our Sayi- 


our's Goſpel, they living as if 


they were all bodies, and had 
no fouls, or had them but to 
loſe, turning Religion into 
Raillerte, and Goſpet into 
Romance; fur thus 1n ſhort 
they mangle Scripture , that 
part which is chiefly Hiſtorti- 
ca], that is their meer Goſpel- 
part 5 and that which 1s the 
Goſpel-part, is their meer Hi- 
ſtorical-partz and becauſe they 
cannot bring the Goſpel to 
prove their Atheiſtical rea- 
ſons, pretend to prove by rea: 


and 
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and if ſome of them now and” 
then look over a Chapter, 
they onely paſs through it, as 
a Spie doth an Enemies'Coun- 
trie, with a miſchievous de-' 
ſign; and if they can but find. 
in Scripture a ſeeming contra- 
dition , that they preſently -_ 
bring on the Stage, as they do 
Fools in Plays, to raillie with, 
and make ſport at5 ſo greata' 
Jeaſt our Young Sparks now 
make of their ſalvation, as tg” 
be pleas'd in the meer diſplea- 
ſing God, without confidering 
'tis not one'y Atheiſtical mads 
neſs, but Deviliſh follie, to 
make that their Jeſt which 
they may be damn'd for in 
Earneſt. 

Thus our Youth throw. a- 
Way 
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(10) 
way their ſouls, and for their 
time they care not how they 
ſpend it , ( alwaies provided 
It be not religiouſly ) and 
therefore they waſt it moſt in 
the companie of vain women, 
and are ſo eager and zealous 
1 their purſu't , and ſo con- 
ſtant intheir ſervice, as if they 
fancied God was miſtaken , 
and intended creatipg man 
for the woman , rather 
thanthe woman for the man ; 
but though all know God 
made the woman for the man: 
Yet what Critick can tel! us 
whether our new-mode has 
made the Gallant for the Mi- 
ftreſs, or the Miſtreſs for the 
Gallant z but of this we are 
all ſure, they are fo ppert 
-f 


(x1) 
ly made for one another, that 
che Eeſtern Country Laws al- 
low not with more freedom 
pluralitic of Wives, than our 
new-Engliſþ Cuſtoms adaait 
pluralitie of Miſtreſles; Nay, 
[ may yet venture to lay more, 
7 That the Libertie of our men 
! exceeds theirs 3 for they. are 
| permitted no more. Wives, 
than they can well keep, but . 
ours are allowed as many Mi-' 
ſtreſles as they can any way 
get. 
For indeed the Names of 
Tom and Beſs are hardly more 
familiar here, than thoſe of 
Gallant and Miltreſs, and are 
ſo far from being eſteemed. 
Names of diſcredit,that many - 
of our Mode Ladies look on 
their 
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their Gallants. as Beauty- *} 
marks , rather than ſtains of ® 
Reputation, and for all they ® 
cannot but know , that the 7 
infection of Gallants is as bad © 
an enemy to credit, as the 
ſmall Pox to Beautie , 4 com: 
mon ruiner of it; And though 
womens Gallants are in plain 


Exgliſh no better than the * 
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publick Executicners of their : 
reputations, and indeed no r 
women will allow them, but ( 
ſuch as are williogly con- 7 x 
demn'd to ſuffer ( and wo- 7 »5 


men that ſight reputationare ? rx 
feldom fond of Chalſtitie) Yet ; { 
theſc abuſers of love,& murde- 2 
rersoffame,by their fair words 7? n 
and baſe Arts have ſo iniinua- } n 


ted themſelves into their fa- 
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b. (13) 1 
2 vours, as the women now for- 
' & footh, call their Gallants their 
®Z Friends, and if common re- 
7 port may be credited , they 
* are indeed their boſom-ones 5 
Z (and ſuch women as value lit- 
3 tle what others ſay , ſeldome 
{ care much what they them- 
ſelves do ) Cuſtome having 
brought many of our women 
to that paſs, as they now glo- 
7 ry in the number of their 
1 Gallants , eſteeming them 
! rather ſo many Vouchers 
of their Beautie, than ſv many 
robbers of their Honour, the 
; fo uſual praGtice of this ſcan- 
4 dal, having taken away wo- 
' mens ſerie , that like black- 
neſs amonglt the Z1biopians , 
its commoneſs has removed 
B its 
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(14) 
Its deformitie : And there is 
now ſuch a forward Love- 
ſpring in the Nurſeries of cur 
Young Ladies, as the very lit: 
tle ones learn to ſpell Amour 
with their Feſcue , and will 
pretend to entertain their 
Young Gallants, in the dark 
walks of Love, and in the La- 
byriath of its Intrigues , be- 
fore they well know what the 
thing Love 1s, or the name of 
Gallant means, and would 
have Servants come to them , 
beforethey cometo the Teens, 
( the ripeneſs of their minds 
outrunning that of their bo- 
dies ) and fancy men ſo mad 
as to believe, 'tis expectation 
makes a Blefling dear 5 but 
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(15) 
of Love, is nuw quite out 
of Faſhion, & the loves of our 
Young Gallants are grown ”_ 
fickle "and mer ſkin deep, a 
their Miſtreſſes Fancies hy 
Beautiess and Love-wounds 
that are but ſkin deep, can 
never hurt the heart 35 and 
therefore though every day 
we hear of Hundreds of Gal- 
lants that are dying for love 
in their Miſtreſſes comparye; 
yet we cannot read of one 
theſe many Ages that dyed 
for Love in the Weekly balls 
of Mortalitie , the obliging 
carriage of the Ladies of the 
times having made our Young 
men to healthfully wiſe , ſo 
forwardly bold, or at leaſt {0 


Impatient;y hal (tie, as they ex- 
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pet now a dayes to take 
Young women, as great Ar- 
mies do weak Towns , onely 
by Summons, or Aſſaults, as 

not efteeming them worthy 
the time and trouble of a 

Love-ſiege, though their Mi- 
ſtreſles were as yielding as 
Rome it (ſelf , which Writers 
ſay, was never beſieged with- 
out being taken : that is in 
ſhort , they hold Handſome 
women worth enjoying , but 
not wooing. And that makes 
our Young men fo eager and 
inconſtant intheir Amours , 
as really *tis a very hard mea- 
ſuring-caſt to tell , whether 


our Young Gallants uſe now 


more art, or ſpeed, in the get- 
ting or forgetting of their 
Miſtreſles. But 


Sv» 
But the beſt of it is , that” 
Z the incunſtancie of both Sexes 
' are now ſo equally match'd, 
* that I cannot write more of 


2 their Gallants inconſtancies , 


” than their Miſtreſſes make 
” good of their own 5 for they 
deal with their Galiants , as 
their Faſhions, that which 
ccmes lateſt is (till like'd beſt, 
and us'd moſt, In a word, 
the conſtancie and inconſtan- 
cie of our. Young men and - 
women , are juſt like water, 
and ice, where one ſtil] makes 
the other, and their loyes(ices 
like) never laſt long , and as 
{ſoon as 'tis diflol v'd, turns im- 
mediately to the ſane it was 
before, without any alterati- 
on or prejudice: Nor can wa- 
B 3 ter 


£18) 
ter be more apt and readie by 
the coming of Froſt to turn 
to ice, than our Young men 
and womens hearts are apt 
& enclin'd to return to love, 
at the approach of freſh-fan- 
cied Beauty, And truly the | 
inconſtancie of our Young 

men cannct be ſo great , nor | 
their inclinations ſo 1ll , but 

the tongues of many of our | 

Young women are grown as | 
bad3 for now if a Young maid '} 
be but cry'd up for handſom, 
and reſolves to continue vers 
tuous, and therefore will not 
turn-vain, and deſerve cen« 
ſure, as much as the reſt, they 
will be ſure to ſpeak her as 
bad as the worſt, and if they 
cannot with Juſtice wound 
her 
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her vertue, they will attempt 
by ill Arts to murder her re- 
putation,(envie being the pa- 
rent of wicked invention) it 
being now a Mode*p1inciple 
amongſt mcſt of our handſom 
women, that no woinan that 
enjoyes a large proportion of 
Beautie , but muſt as an una- 
voidable appurtenance, carry 
with it a load of ſcandalous 
cenſures ( a falſe Chara@er 
of ſome, thongh too true a 
one of muſt) which occaſions 
their not caring how unjuſtly 
they increaſe anothers bur- 
then, in hope to leſſen their 
own load,and by overſtretch- 
ing the miſcarriages of others 
greater than they ſhou'd be , 
hope to ſhriak theirs leſs than 

B4 really 


(20) 
really they are, vainly fancy- 
Ing that by ſpattering with 
dirt and reproach other wo- 
mens reputations , Were a 
kind of wiping clean their 
own, which ſuits not at all 
with the mild and mderate 
rules of Vertue, which onely 
allows women to correct each 
others faults, by their good 
Examples, but not to increaſe 
them by their bad cenſures: 
For, ſcandalous cenfures 
like Muſhroins, grow without 
any root, ſo tender , and 
mutable a thing , is a hand- 
ſom womans good Name : 
there's no taking its true Ele- 
vation by any certain out- 
ward Rules and meaſures , 


Since it depends more on her 
Neigh- 
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7 Neighbours good or bad res 
'F port, than on her own vertue 
& ous,or 11] aftions3 & more on 
& what they ſay, than what ſhe 
# dec; really ſuch rep: rts are 
* uſually ſo ſophiſticated with | 
'2 ſelf concerns, and ſo (trongly 
” byaſs'd by averſion or inclina- 
tion, as you may daily hear in 
> common Diſcourſe, both men 
& and wamen turn vertue into 
& vice, and vice into vertue 3 - 
| and ſo charaQterize Good wo» 
& men to be bad , and bad wo- 
= men to be good, ſpeaking not 
as women deſerve, but as they 
fancy ; and therefore it often 
y happens , that many women 
7 fave their reputations even by 
Þ a ſpeedy loſing their chaſtity, 
whilſt other women loſe their 
# repu- 


(22) 
reputation in their very de- 
fence cf it, that is In ſhort, 
more women loſe their repu- 
tation inadmitting tobe much 
courted (though that bea\]) 
than by being 11! injoy'd, and 
the reaſcn 1s plain , becauſe 
the courtſhip is publick to all, 
but the inj»yment is onely 
private to themſelves, and *tis 
more rational Two concerne 
ed perſons thould keep their 
own councel , than many un« 
concern d ſhould keep it for 
them 5 ſo that it cannot neceſ- 
ſarily follow, that the report- 
ed reputation cr diſreputat1- 
on of handlom' womea mult 
needs be the true iflue of 
their merits, but often the 


by-blow of chance, and m_— 
ore 
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© fore commonreport can be no 
7 right rule to meaſure womens 
# reputations by , for many re» 


ports have much of the Devils 


” nature in them, who is a liar 


: from the beginning. And ins 
! deed if we but truly conſider, 
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| we ſhall find women general- 
” ly cenſure«ne another, not as 
* they are really faultie, but as 


they appear,and are eſteemed 
hanalomez and therefore ugs 
ly women have the priviledge 
of Popes, who cannot err, 
but may do what they will, 


Z and take what libeitie they. 
| pleaſe 3 ar:d handſom women 
'# will be as far frum cenſuring 


their actions , as young men 
trom praiſing their perſons , 
lo that really in effe& , we 

find 
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that vertue which in former | 


C 24) 
find moſt womens cenſures 
are not proportionable to the 
U!, others a&t, but rather ſuit- * 
able to the beautie they poſi *? 
ſeſs, which by their leave is a & 
way of judging , that's both Þ 
Irrational and uncharitables [* 
ſince I am ſure none can deny, +? 
but that there are ſome un- | 
handſom women , unchaſt 3 
and {ome chaſt women hand» 
ſome, for vertue and beautie |: 
are not ſo declar'd enemies, © 
but they ſometimes meet 3 
though I cannot deny , but /:; 


Ages was eſteemed one of the *: 
greateſt adornmerts of the ? 
foul, is now ſo Eclipſed by * 
the outward beautie of the \; 
bodie , as vertue and plety 
(the 2 
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the true inward beautie) cans 
not ſhine out: a good ſoul bes 
ing oothing now in cormparl 
ſon of a good face, beautie 
being now the Great Em- 
preſs that commands the 
whole World, and makes 
very Kings to un-King themes 
ſelves and become ſubjects to 
her. And yet this ſo ador'd 
beautie,(which all womenare 


:; ſo ambitious of, andall men fo 
2 ccurt) has at belt no intrinlick 
value in it,but juſt like riches, 


they enjoy moſt, that are cons 
tented with leaſt 3 ſince 'tis 


| not much, but enough, that's 


the true meaſure cf ſatisfaftio 


{ cn, But Madam , 'tis now 


* 
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more than time to beg your 
pardon, for I find 1 am ſtray'd 
C _ both 


C20 ) 
both beyond the time, and 
befide the road of my deſign'd 
Diſcourſe , which is not to 
reſent you a CharaGter, or _ 
Liſt of the fine Ladies, and |} : 
mode-vices cf the times, they F 
will require a much witticr ® « 
Pen than I pretend to be Ma- 
ſter of , and a larger Volume 
than I deſign to trouble you 
with: bur this CharaGer 
which indeed merits volumes ' 
of praiſes,l am ſure I can give 
you without necding wit, © 
or abuſing of time 5 and 
if I could here caſt up the '? 
ſumme total of all the vices | 
that your Sex are cither guil- '2 
tie of, or ſcandaliz'd with, © 
C which Ile aſlure you are 
more than afew ) their num- 
| ber 


(27) 


©; ber might be tedious to read, 
? but need not be diſagreeable 
* for you to hear , ſince by nas 
7 ming all thoſe faults, they are 
= infected with , I ſhould but 
* tell all thuſe you are free 
2 from. 


But , Madam , my deſign 


is now to remove my Batte- 


rie, and change my Scene of 
Writing ,. as you have your 


' placeof Living, and to level 
2 my Diſcuu.ſe, not at the vi- 


ces and pleaſures of London,, 
nor the paſtimes of the Court, 
but at your Country Neighe- 
bours, the Wovds and Mouns 
tains of Macroome , which 
renders it a place much fitter 
to exercile your patience , 
than ſatisfie your delight, 

C2 were 
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were you cf the humour of \} 


moſt Ladies; but all know 
you are not onely an Excel» 
lent woman, but an Extras 
ordinary Wife , I meanin 
Goodneſs, ( for 'tis rare now 
to meet a Wife that's not exs 
traordinary _) for you take as 
much fatisfaftion in the cares 
of ' well managing and im- 
proving your Eſtate, as 
moſt other Ladies delight , 
in the laviſhing theirs; fo 
that I can truly ſay, you 
have not onely brought your 
Lord a large ſumme of money 
for your P:rtion , but a con- 
tinued increaſe of Rent by 
your Induſtrie. 

And I am ſure, Madam, 


if you were now alſk't as the 
Ph's 
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\7 Philoſopher was, Where was 
7 his home 3 you would anſwer 
. I now, as he did then , My 
' * home is ſtill where my chief 
7 buſineſs is ; ſo that now your 
” chief concerns and Family, 
7 C which is ſtill the good. 

| Wives Treafure ) being at 
'? Macroome ,, I muſt conclude 

your heart 1s there alſo. 

A place where in lieu of 
London , crowds of good 
Company, & ſwarms of divers 
tiſements 3 you mult prepare” 
to meet with, and do penance 

> to your ſelf,among the Flocks 
&: of Prieſts and Fiyers, againſt 
' whoſe Popiſh inſinuations,, 
and infeCtious perſwaſions, I 
here preſent you a ſinall, but 
neceſlary Colleftion of Ar- 
C3 gu 


(39) 
guments to carry about you, 
as a preſervative in your own | 
Religion , and an Antidote ® 
againlt theirs 3 and though | 
cannot pretend this pocket i 
- Piſtol is a ſufficient Battering 
piece, to beat d.wn their in- /* 
Allible Church , yet I doubt \* 
not but it will at leaſt be a T7 
ſufficient Life-guard to de- 7 
fend you and your Chamber 
againſt their aſſaults. _ 44 
They are moſt of them ar- ** 
gumentative reaſonings [I 
pickt out of Mr. Chil/ing- 
worth, as one that reaſons 
beſt , and ſatisfies me moſt , 
of any I ever read3 and know- W 
ing you want a Collection of F* 
choice flowers , I heartily þ- 


wiſh that theſe I have ow 
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; | <q out of $, Garden , and 
A here ſorted and made up to 
3 | preſent you in a Noſegay , 
2 may ſerve you againſt the un- 
- bo og ſavour of Popiſh Do- 
! rine , and I wiſh they may 
2 not altogether degenerate 
q from the common nature of 
Z flowers, which the Naturas 
7 lit cells us , grow larger and 
2 better by being tranſplanted: 
-2 ſo that I hope you will not 

find them the worſe, nor like 
them the leſs, for being, 
tranſplanted , but receive 
' theſe Arguments Juſt as you 
k3 do your Rents, without cas 
> ring whether your Tenants 
have the Money out of their 
{> own bags, or borrow it 5 
: ſo you have it to ſupply 
| GC 4 your 


(32) 
your occaſions. 
Truly , Madam, I have 
taken ſome pains, and ſpent 
much time in reading the Dil: 


courſes of the Papifts againſt | þ 


our Religion , and though [ 
have conlider'd their Argu- 
ments without the leaſt Byas, 
or antedated prejudice; yet 
I can give no better a Cha- 
rater of them, than I do of 
11] Dealers , the more I have 
to do with them, the worſe 


I like them: they favour * 


much of ſelf-intereſt , teach- 
ing Church Government, be- 
fore Goſpel Obedience, wit- 
neſs their ho!ding Marriage a 
=. crime in a Prieſt than 


ornication, the one is but ': 


forbid by their Churches 


Law, 


£ 


= 


, 
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| J aw , which they all know 1s 
2diſputable, the later by the 
ZLaw of Chriſt , which they 


*cannot but know , ought 


2to be paſt all diſpute. 


And truly, Madam, if 
:you pleaſe to admit your rea« 
:ſon to make but a ſhort pro- 
'greſs into the Popiſh Relrgt- 


'-on, you ſhall find mach to 


create your wonder , but lits 
tle to ſatisfie your reaſon or 
belief ; for the Goſpel of 
 Chrift is the Goſpel of Truth, 


: and therefore ought {till to 


pi 
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' be pictur'd naked as Truth, 
without any Art of Rowan 
Dreſſes, which are onely ob- 
ſcure ſhadings of the true 
Iight of Scriprure, by making 
dark Paraphraſcs on the plai- 

neſt 


(34) 


neſt Goſpel Commands, which #'i 


in all reaſon ought to be plain 


enough for the meaneſt capa. /* 
city; for God forbid it ſhould | # 


be otherwile , for the mean: 
eſt Chriſtian muſt be ſaved or 
damned , for keeping or not 
keeping them3-and ſure God's 
Juſtice will never ſend per. 
ſons to Hell, for not ding 


what they could not under- 


ſtand was his Wiil,they ſhould 
do 5 that were ſuch a cruel:y, 
as if a man ſhould torment 
his ſervant for not doing his 
Errant , when he knew he 


did not underſtand his Meſ- 


ſage; yet the Papilt muſt 
not take theſe plain Goſpel 


Commands as ſuch , but as ' 


they are diſtijl'd in the myiter 
riOus 


Fo 
h 
y 
, 
, 
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Fious politick Lymbeck of the 


n Wopilh intereſt : indeed My- 


ſtety and Obedience is ſo ins 
iterwoven in that Religion, 
;that Papiſts muſt take what 
*their Prieſt tells them, as men 
:d> wives , for better, for 
*worle , and muſt marry their 
{Faith to their Churches 1infal- 
libility , which allows that 
'onely to be Goſpel which 
:their Church ſayes ſhall be, 


not what the Apoſtles write 


*1s ſo; for the Papiſts muſt . 
obey the Pope , though no 


where commanded in the Gos- 


+ ſpel3 but muſt not read the 
© Goſpel, though they are 
{ : commanded there to do it. 


Nay, when once the Pa- 


: piſt can but touch the ſmall 


Needle 
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Needle of any ones real 
with the Great Loadſtone an” 


the Harmonious DoGtine 8 y 


a neceſlaiy Obedience tg 
their infallible Church , they 
they make ſuch follow it, to | 
every point of the Cone 
be it good, bad , or indiffe- | 
rent 3 and fo they fail all their 
life, 1n a Trade-wind of 1gno- 
rance and ſuperſtition, and 
muſt belive their Prieſts 
words before their own len: 
ſes in the plaineſt objedts of 
them3 as in the Miracle of 
Tranſubſtantiation, where you 
muſt have eyes and fee nt 

hands and feel nut , but muſt | 


believe 1n a moment real | : 


Bread and Wine to be turned \ 
into peri Fleſh and Blood, 
though 


(37) 


Fhough you cannot ſee the 
il Feaſt change whatſoever , yet 
They are bound to belive their 
Prieſt , before their eyes , 
Tell, or taſte, nor dare their 
| Prieft ſay , that the conſecra- * 
cd Bread (which they eſteem 
, real Body of Chriſt) will 
' be leſs mouldie, or more uns 
, Certain of corruption after 
Conſccration than befores and 
the jeaſt of it 1s, that at the 
 Jime time the Papiſts believe 
- #hat Miracle, they alſo be- 
lieve this Scripture > That 
God will not ſuffer bis Holy 
Ore to ſee corruption. And 
| though for thele and many 
Zother reaſons, ] cannot be- 
Heve this Trasſubſtantiation- 
ZMiracle, yet I cannot but ad- 
4 D mire 


plainly commands , that all |? 


(35) 4 
mire this Miracle that belongs 
to T ranſubſtantiation, which 
Is , how the Pope can bring | 
ſo many, that have ſenſe and 
reaſon, to believe it. 'F 

But [ ſhall paſs by their ad. '* 
oring this Sacrament , their 
praying to Saints, and a mul. \# 
titude of their ſuperſtitious Z 
obſervances never uſed in the Ic 
primitive Church ; and ſhall F* 
onely deſtie you , Madam, to Þ 
obſerve in general , that the 3? 
Papiſts follow the Guſpel, 2 
juſt as they read Hebrew, 7 
that's backward 3 for God 7 


fhould fearch the Scripture. 
And our Bleſſed Savicur or- FR 
dered the Sacrament to be 
adminiſtred in both Kinds, I 
1 Cor. 


x (39) 
1 Wl Cor. 11. Chap. 28, v. And 
p St. Paul forbids publick pray- 


Zers in an unknown Language, 
+ SÞut that which 1s molt for 
Zdification, 1 Cor, I4 c. IS, 
I 7 v. But theſe plain poſis 
'Ftive commands do not hinder 
"the Church of Kome from de- 
Fclaring , that unlearned men 
Zſhall nor read and ſearch the 
$Sciiptures 3 but if we believe 
2St. Paul before the Pope, we 
may read in the 17. of the 
2ZAGFs, 11. v. how he commens 
Jaded the Noble Bereans for 
| ſearching the Scriptures, and 
|[Arherefore it ſearching the 
Scriptures had not been not 
8 gorely lawful, but a commen< 
Zdable at, certainly St. Paul 

' Z would never have commends 
= D 2 ed 


bh 
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(4 - ) 3 
ed them for ſo doing. So tha 4 
the Popiſh Clergy forbig; Z 
the reading the Scriptures, 
under a pretence that their | 
Laity might not truly under: 
ſand them. Next,the Church + 
of Rome allows one'y their 
Clergy ( except free Princes, ©? 
for they are excepters of per. 
ſons, though God is n« T to 
receive the Communion” but 
in one kind , though cur $a- 
viour commands , that all 
drink of the Cup 5 and the * 
Papiſts cannot deny, but that /* 
the Communion was taken in 
both kinds in all Chriſtian þ: 
Ehurches for above a Thou- |7 
ſand years after Chriſt. 2 
And Laſtly, for the pu 
vulgar ſort , they ſhall _ 
ear 


—o—, 
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Þ hear their Ke; prayers in 
{an unknown Tongue, vis, 
Y Litine), which a Tenth part 
lr | Z of them do not underſtand 5 
ll 7 and therefore how that can 
1 | F * be moſt for Edification , let 
ir 2 the Papiſts tell if they can, 
sf ? I am ſure we cannot , nor do 
r. 7 we believe they can, with- 
0 | out the help of another Trans 
it - ſubſtantiation- Miracle , and 
1- 3} make an unknown Language 
1 ! to moſt, to be chang d at the 
3 I Cime time into a common 
t 7 known Language to all. 

n } And now, Madary, | ſhall 
2 humbly delirs you to conſe 
; der in general , that though 
[ the Papiſts do out-noife us : 
T | as ſhal/cw rivers do ſtill the 

q tbe deepeſt ) with the high 

- D 2 and 


at 7 


y : 


2). 


and mighty Rodomontades of 4 
their Churches infallibilitie 3 © 4 


.yet ſuch high Rants , with- 


-out true proof, are but like i 


School-boyes paper-Kites , 
which ſoar high and loftie, 


but have nothing elſe worth I 
taking notice of. They will | 
have the confidence to tell F? 
you,that their Popiſh Church Þ? 
is the Roman Catholick » and 
onely . true Chriſtian Church | 
in the whole world : But the | 
Proteſtants Anſwer to this 


their boaſting, is, that all 


the Chriſtian Churches in the 7? 
whole world ( beſides, the }* 


Popiſh Churches ) though 
more 18a number than they ,) 


declare quite contrary. They | 


will aſk you , where ycur 
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Y (43) 
F Proteſtant Church was before 
7 rnther , which was witty 
7 anſwered by onez ( where 
*Z the Papiſt Church never was) 
7 in the Bible. 

= The Papiſts do divert 
© themſelves very much at our 
& ſtiling our King, Head of the 
Church , as we do, for their 
doing ſo , for we eſteem our 
King, Head onely in his own 
Dominions, without the Popes 
title of infallible 5 and ſure 
*tis more rational that thoſe 
of a Kingdom ſhould allow 
their King to be Head of the 
Church 1n his own Kingdoms , 
than that a few Cardinals 
| ſhould make the Head of the 
= Church over all Kingdoms, 
And for all their Jeaſting , I 
M4 


(44) 


am-ſure we can ſhew ( in ſo. |} 
ber earneſt  Scripture-preli. 
dents for Kings being Heads 7 
of Churches in their own Do- ** 


minions, which is more than 
the papiſts can ſhew for their 
Pope, or his Churches infal- 
libilitie : for ſure they can- 
not object againſt it as new 
Doctrine ( though Doctrine 
that's new is their greateſt 
Trade ) that the Kings of Ju- 
dah, and the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperors were Heads of the 
Jewiſh Churches and in their 
own Dominions : And Solo- 
m0n teils us, That a Divine 
Sentence is in the lips of the 
King , and his mouth tranſ- 
greſſeth not in Judgement 
 C whichT am ſure Popes have 
not , 


(45) 


Fnct, witneſs Liberins ) and 
Wc olomon gives the reaſon, bes 
Meauſe the Heart of the King 
*Zisin the Hand of the Lord, 
FZ1f the Papiſts will pretend ſo 
* much Scripture for their, 
2 Pope , I ſhall onely anſwer, 
* *Tis more than ever Prote- 
'* ſtants read, or the Apoſtles 
| F Writ. 

The Papiſts will tell you 
2 with a great deal of confi- 
x dence, that though we ſay 
7 the Bible is the Religion of 
'2Z Proteſtants , yet there is no , 
> Proteſtant Religion , or 
& Church, mentioned in the 
Z whole Creed, which are the 
Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith: and they will tell you, 
that their Church is the Ca- 
tho- 
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tholick Church, and to be. 1K 
lieve the Catholick Church ® 
was an Article cf the Chri. 
ſtian Faith from the very in- 
fancie of the Church in the |® 
beginning of the Apoſtle | # 
time, Now let the Papiſts BZ 
| tell us, if they bring this as # 
| an Argument againſt the 
| Proteſtant Religion in the * 
| Bible , or not 3 if not, what 
| cauſe have they to name it, or 2 
| what need have we to anſwer © 
It ; but if it be one, we make 7 
| this reply, That the Koman 3 
Church is no more named in % 
the Apoltles Creed , than the 
Proteſtant Church 1s 5 f r the 
Apoſt'es Creed was made be 
fore the Koman Chirch wasa 
Church, and this I am ſure 
they | 
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Fey cannot ' deny 5 5 (o that 

, ſince the Catholick Church 

if was then in being , and the 
FZX0man Church not in being , 

A muſt neceſſarily follow , 
that the Rowan Church cane. 
not be the Catholick Church 
"Zmentioned in the Apoſtles. 
"ZCreed , and conſequently 1s 

" Enot the Mother-Church , as 

" Zthe Papiſts would have her to 

' be : thus the Papiſts have ſo 

| Fovercharg'd this Argument to 
Zſhoot at us, as It recoi!s and 
Z#flyes in their own faces, 

'=Z Andot kinto this, is their 
2 grand Battering piece of all , 
&Z which ſo thunders in the ears 
* cf all Papiſts, and nakes the 
& Popes power G abſolute, and 
2 the pcor credulous Papiſt ſo 


(49) : 
obedient, and that is the 8 
power given by our Savicur | 
ro St. Peter, inthe 16th &f 
St. Matthew , beginning the | 
13th verſe, Thou art Peter, | 
amd on this Rock IT will bill þ I 
my Church , and give thee the | [7 
Keyes of the Kingdom of Hea- | þ 
ver 5 and whomſcever thou | : l: 
ſhalt bind on Farth , ſhall t © 4 

bound in Heaven 3 and whom Þ F 

Joever thou ſhalt looje in F 
Earth , ſhall be looſed in Kea | 
vew 3 and theſe words the Pe. | 1 J 7 
piſts underſtand literally, th 2at 
St. Peter's perſon is the Rock | 
that Chriſt builds his Church PÞ 
on, which cannot poſlibly 
be, by the verſes juſt follow- | 
ing 5 for there when our $4- 

vieur tells his Diſciples of 65 

going 


a 


(49) " 
i ping to Jeruſalem , "where 
*/ ſuffer many things, and be 
pilled., and raiſed" again the 
oy © bird day : Peter took him, 
* Bard began to rebuke him 3, be it 


| ar from thee, Lord, this 


il 'Z/hall not be unto thee : But our. 
_ Saviour turned , and faid un- 
- Tto Peter , Get thee bebind me 5 
| F5atan . thow art an offence to 


-| me, for thou ſavoureſi not 
3he things that be of God, but 
J#hoſe that be of men. By which 
2 words 'tis moit clear and evi- 
We, thit our 'Szviour did 
TJ aot mean Peters perſon could * 
J be the Rock of the Chriſtian 
I Church : 3 forif Peter's perſon 
Y bad been | that Rock meant , 
Y have es it beh'nd him 5 
D and 


| (50) 
and it. would be not onely ir. 
rational ,* but impious, to be. 
lieve that Chriſt would build | 
his Church on Satan ,: for 
he calls St. Peter's verſt n; and 
*twere as unreaſonable to be. | 

_ Heve that the Rock of Chriſt | 
Church could be an offenceto | 
him as St. Peter's perſon was, 
and as improbable again as all $! 
this, that Chriſts Church, 2 
the Foundation of all Chri- 
ſtianity, ſhould ſavour, not of i% 
the things that be of God, Þ 
but thoſe that are of men, as ? 
Peter's perſon did. : 

Therefore if you will but 

pleaſe to read the words of I 
our Saviour carefully, you | 
ſhall find they are moſt plain, Þ h 
for verſe 13th, When jeſw 
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» came into the Coaſt of - Czlas 
{ Wea, He 45kd bx Diſciples, 
hom do men ſay that I am , 
| end they ſaid, Some ſay that 


. FS hou art John the Baptiſt, ſome 
s [Elias , and others Jeremias z. 
0 For one of the Prophets , but 
hom ſay ye that IT ams | and 
| $imon Peter anſwered and 
"Faid , Thou art Chriſt the $on 
- of the Living God : And IT ſay 
f Faſo anto thee , that thou art 
, PÞcter , and vpon this Rock, 
s | not this perſon ) 7 will build 
#y Church”, that 5 (upon this . 

t Rock of Faith ) that 1 ans 
f } briſt the Son of the Living 
u [God , 1 build my Church , and 
; [Ihe Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
4 Þ ail againſt it. Now this muſt 
e ecellirily relate to his faith; 
D2- nor 


($2) 


not his perſon 3. for the gate 
of Hel , that's the power «f 
evil, did prevail againſt 74 


ter's perſon, or he had not 


deny'd and forſworn his. Lord 
and Maſter again and again; F 


and bcen afterwards proved 
blame-worthy by-St. Paul to 
his face , and indeed as blame. 
worthy as any of his Diſci- 


ples 5: ſo that *'tis moſt plain, | 
that Clhriſts words ( of ma-| 


King him the Rock of the 


Chriſt:an Church ) related] 


nor to his perſon, but hi 


faith of Chriſrts being the Sun f 


of the Living God. 


And for the cther patt3Þþ 


whereas the Papiſts believe 
a particular favour and power, 
given by our Saylour to Se 

| ter 
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nm ter; of the Keys of Heaven 5 


that was given as much to the 
Eleven Diſciples, asto him, 
as you may read in the 18th 
of St. Matthew , & in the 20th 
of St. Jobn's Golpe 1,and the 
223, 24. verſes 3 As my Father 
bath ſent me, even ſo ſend 1 
you , and when he had ſaid 
this, be breathed on then, 
and ſaith unto them , Receive 
ye the Holy Ghoſt , whoſe ſoe- 
ver ſins ye remit , they are re+ 
By mitted unto them, and whoſe- 
i ſoever ſins ye retain , they are 
= retained, So that you ſee 
this power is general , to the 
Dilctpies, and not in parti- 
cular to St. Peter , more than 
to any of the reſt, as the Pa- 
piſts miſ-believe. 

D 3 The 
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The Papiſts have many 3 
ſuch Queltions , which I an M0! 
ſure, Madam, you have ns Wc 
ther the patience to read, not 

I the time to write, but thi Mn 
that are moſt material of them [as 
you wil! find, I have here pre | g 
ſented you , truly anſwer'd, Fc 
by pure Scripture, clear rex 8 
ſons, plain arguments, andall Fo 
in few words, fit for the Mir 
weakeſt memory , or ſmalleſt F ( 
pocket, to carry about them; FC 
for true reaſon doth 'not con- FF I» 
ſiſt in Jarge Volumes, long Fe 
Gowns , or gray Beards; for | \ 
many live to One and Twen- | F 
ty, withaut attaining to years Þ c 
of diſc;etion 3 the degrees of | 11 
Ape being -not ſtill the mea- Mt 
fures of ' wifedom , for the It 
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orld will never be without 
21d Fools , and young Philo- 


* Fſophers. 


And truly, Madam, for 


my part, I cannot ſo much 
as thnk of the Papiſts Reli- 
Zoion without wonder ,.,that 
10 many rational men of them 
X ſhould rather faſtentheir faith 
© of ſalvation on the pretended 
2 infallibility of *their Churche 


( which is deny'd by molt 


= Chriſtians ) than on the Ho» 
ly Scriptures, which is grant- 


ed by all, to be the Will and . 
Word of God; and the very 


] Foundation of their Chur- 
& ches Foundation , as contain« 
T ing 1n 1t all things neceſſary 


to our ſalvation, And we 
Proteſtants. have at leaſt this 


E-4. ſas 


(56, 
fatisfaftion and advantage, 
that not onely the Papilts, 
batall ſorts of Chriſtians that 
are in the circumference of 
the whole world, mect and 
Joyn with us in this centre þ 
Faith, that the Scripture 
contain all things necelſlary 
to our ſalvation 3 which be 

. Inga general granted Truth, 
I confeſs, I admire, how any 
Papiſt can make the lealt 
ſeruple, which is the ſafeſt 
Heavenly Guide, the Pope 
or the Goſpel : If there be Þ 
.any rational man ſo extrava- Þ 
ant as to put them in the Þ 
me ballance , and to com- Þ 
mit a rape upon his reaſon, | 
ſhall onely deſire him to con- 
fider this plain Queſtion 3 a 
c . JE. | 


. | 
he were to go an Journey 11 
in unknown way , would he 
not think it more rational 
and ſafe to follow a certain - 
true Guide , that all the 
& Chriſtians in the world de» 
Jclare, is certainly able and 
. {ready to ſhew him the right 
way , than to follow a pre- 
* T tended Guide , which the 
' BF greateſt part of the Chriſtians 
in the world aſſures him will 
T lead him out of it 3 And this 
being the real difference be- 
| tween the Papiſt and Protes» 
"9 ſtant in Grols , concerning 
Z the Heavenly Guide , the Bi- 
"If ble, and the Pope, Ithink 
g Inced row ſay no more , be- 
cauſe ſo many have already 
c Þ laid ſo much, and I am ſure 
| enough , 


2 Þ 
enoughzto ſatisfie any; excery 
ſuch, who will believe 1 
crooked Rule is better, to | 
draw a ſtraight line by, tha | 
a right one. . 


And now Madaes I ſhall Sj 
onely beg, ſo much of your FY, 
patience as to let me tel! you, |] 
that the plot and 'Heads of |He 


this following diſcourſe, 1 | 


have Extratted out of the E 
worthy Chilingworth, Before 


I begin the diſcourſe it ſelf; 
I know in writing a play, to | 


haveRank'd ths plot in the 


Front of 'it, and to make the | 


whole deſign cf the Prologue | 


to be the Key, to uncipher 
the plot of the play, (though 
anciently in uſe ) had been 
now, not onely out © of faſhi- 

ON, 
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Sa, but beſide reaſon 3 For 


he deſign of plays, aiming 


hicfly to. pleaſe the ſenſes, 
hey ought to be compounds 
+ and mixt with hopes and 


Ars, certainties, and uncer« 


Rainties, ExpeCtations, and de- 
Aays of the event of the plots 
Fvhich being all ſo interwo- 
ren together, creates the a- 
Lprecableneſs of the play 3 
For when once the whole plot 
& diſcovered, the pleaſure of 
the play is ended3 like Hares 


unting, the ſport hes not in 


preſently taking the _ Hare, 
£Dut 1n following bim, in all his 
Kings and Doubles, and thoſe 
What love plays, and ſuch 
THuntings, reſemble jealous 
Men, who eagerly purſue 
what 


(60) 


what they apprehend to over. 


take, or as old age, which we 
-all pray to attain, but fear to il 


approach, 
But now TI come to ſoar my 


- diſcourſe to a much high | 
pitch, & a more Elevated Sub: | 
Jet, and to treat of the mot St 
noble part of man, the Soul, 


and of true Religiohthe cne-| 
- "hate to Heavenly felicity, 
0 


r without Holineſs, no mai | 


ſhall-ſee the Lord 3 We muſt 


therefore now XMadam,change 


theScene of ſenſe for a fpiri: 
tual one, and climb where 
earthly nature, can never fol-P 
low us, to the pure and high 
Region of Heaven, which 


will inform us that the earlier 


diſcovering our plot of at: 
; taining 


C6") 
er Fainiog Heaven, will but bet- 
we Wer che play, and the more 
to Wpeed, the berter ſucceſs : for 

be joyes of Heaven are ever- 
7 |Eaſting, and admits of no in- 
& [Ereaſe or diminution : not 
b: like the divertiſements of 
it FS$tage-playes, or Hunting, or 
i, F&ny earthly delights, which 
e- FFannot laſt, but for a ſeaſon, 
7, Bod decay in our very injoy- 
1n {og them, and muſt ſoon leave 
t Fs, or we them 3 but Heaven- 
ey thoughts the more and 
- Wonger we practice then, the 
eÞctter we ſhall like them ; 
| Heavenly joyes ſo far exceede 
Bog all we can here leave, as 
Mey are a!l we canever aſpire 
#0 have; this we all know, 


baws o'S _— —_—_— 


ut few of us practice, and 
I F we 


(62) , 
we all love God; but few lo Wt 
to keep his Commandmen, | 

I ſhall therefore now M1» 
dan tell you, as the ProlcguÞ h 
to my inſuing diſcourſe, thaÞ#" 
the grand Plot, and whcÞ 
deſign of it, moves chiefly «|? 
theſe two hinges, firſt in con? 


| 


4 
[ 


firming you, that the four}'F 
dation of the Proteſtant Re'F 


Iigioo 1s built on God's holy |} 
Word, the Scriptuies 3 which 


we Proteſtants, eſteem to bef? 
a perfeft Rule of Faith, andÞY 
guide toour ations, and the} a 
true Toucheſtone to try all. 
matters by, that relate to the 
| good of our Souls, as certain- 
ly ccntaining in it , ail thing BY. 
neceſlary to our fa]vation, Þ 


The ſecond thing I chicfly ce: 
tigi 


over 


6 | 


A 
cat 
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Fl 
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The pretended infallibility of 
{he Church of Rome , is the 
"grand perſwaſlive Argument , 
nd lure to invite men to It, 
"Sad the ſtrongeſt command- 
Bog Garriſon in a1 the Popes 
Lpower 5 and all other Argue 


$8 
gn to prove, is, that neither 
he Pope, or the Popilh 
hurch are infallible 3 and 
theſe two ſhall make up the 
rrincipal ſtories, in the little 
odel of this ſmall building. 


ents, and Perſwaſions, are 


Þut like the ſmall open Vil- 
ZJages about this Garriſon , 


hich muſt be ſervants to 


Mhem, that are maſters of it 5 
Sand if a Papiſt can be but 
Zonce convince'd, that neither 


he Pope, nor the Popiſh 
F*.2 Church 


(64) 


Church are infallible , they 3 

w1li ſoon be brought: to tev Þ 
fon, and our remaining diff þ 
rences, W1'l not be very cr-| 


fderable:l ihail therefore one. 4 


ly ;tghtly difecurſe on then, 
and {hall no further trouble E 
you Madam, then briefly, toÞ® 
anſwer them in my own de}? 


es alta 
” 4 
"7 © UE = ea. 
om or ts 
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tence,as I meetthern,or raged z 


follow me, and ſhall one!y d' 
as the 1/ olf do's when pal 
ed. {nap, and bite in his own} 


defcace, againſt all pots, | 


without altering his pace, ot | 
changing his Road : 1 ſhall ac | 


ther meddle with the Pap F } 


but as I meet them in the 
way, or towards making of if 
my way, to my two deligned 
points, which are en 

( 
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& Mbefore,) to prove the S$crip* 
Wyre to be a perfect Rule of 
PZFaith, and guide to our adCti- 
FFons: and to anſwer,as I go,the 
«FF Papiſts main Arguments and 
n, | Fobjecions againſt it, 
13 Next, that *cis againſt all 
to FScripture, and reaſon, that els 
&|Fther the Pope, or the Popiſh 
5 FChurch ſhould be infallible 5 
oF which is the main deſign of 
2 this diſcourſe, and if. I can by 
13 God's affiſtance make but the 
Fu ; Papiſts believe reaſon,(C when 
*Z againſt their own Church, ) I 
27 doubt not but by this Jittle 
\ 3 Pigmie diſcourſe ( as very 
2 dwafiſh as 'cis, ) not onely to 
27 hinder many tottering Prote- 
[ſtants from turning Papiſts, 
Z but to bring (ome ſtubb:rn 
"+ 4 Far 


(66) 


Pap:fts to turn Proteſtants, o 

at leaſt not to have ſuch » 7 
infallible good opinion «f #7 
their Church, and fo damny I* 


ble a bad one of ours. 


And now Madaw,'tis requis 1 
Gte that this my diſcourſe | ? 
ſhould be ended, as ſoon as | 7 


your Patience3& therefore all 


that I ſhall add either to the | * 
excuſing my ſelf, or juſtifying. [3 
Mr. Chilineworth , is, that |* 
thus far of this diſcourſe be. |* 
mg my own writing, I cone |: 
feſs 


ut the following diſcourſe 


being extrafted out of Mr, | 
Chillingworth, deſerves your |? 
1eading, but -needs not any Ff 
Apology.. 
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deſerves onely my Apolo- Þ7 
y, and ſcarce your peruſal; 


And 


| (67) 
o FF And becauſe I find the 
10 {ÞF word Proteſtant is ſo badly, 
of FS and over-largely interpreted 
a: |'& 1 ſhall firſt acquaint you, that 
Z weare not to underſtand by: 
| the word Proteſtant, the, 

7 Doctrine of Luther,or Calvin, . 
$s | 7 or Geneva, or onely the Ar- 
| | 7 ticles of the Church of Exge 
e | | land, but that wherein they 
all agree with perfe& Harmo- 


y.. | 
: [7 ny 5 that the- Bible is a pers 
. | fet Rule of our Faith, and 
= guide to our Adﬀions 3 and 
[7 this C after having made the 
7 moſt diligent, and impartial 
> ſearch of the true way to 
© Eternal happineſs.) I fully 
27 believe, and that we can nes 
 verfigd any convincing fſatise 
; F 4. faction, 


faction, but on this Rock of 
Geds word, the Bible, which 
I conceive to be the cnely Þ* 
true Religion of Proteſtants, F 

If the Pope were indeed |. 
( what he unjuſtly -ſayes he |? 
13,6 the Papiſts unreaſonably | * 
believe him to be,) an infallj- 
ble guide, then there needed 
no Bible, but if the Bible be, 
then there- needs no Pope; 
for jf I were to go a journey, 
and had . a guide that could |: 
nct err,what need I be taught |” © 
the way, and having ſucha |» ® 
guide, what need I apply wy |” 
ſelf to another : So that 1n 
a word let us inform our 
ſelves the beft we can, and 
conſider as much as we pleale, 
the more conlidezation we 


take, 
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F take, the more confirmation 
2X we ſhall find, that there-1s no 
'T other foundation for a confi- 
_FZ dering Chriſtian to build an 
aſſured dependency on, than 
the Scriptures, for I am fully 
aſſur'd\ that God do's not; 
( and therefore man ought 
| not to-) require: of any man 
* morethan this, to believe the 
'7 Scripture to be the word of 
2? God, to uſe our beſt indeae 
: yours to find the true ſenſe 
of it, and to liye, to our ut- 
moſt according to It. 

This I am ſure in reaſon 
we ought to believe a wiſer 
choice3 Then if I ſhould 
guide my ſelf by the Rowan 
= Churches authority, and in- 
fallibility 5 when really they 
: have 
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have nothing of certainty, |? 
but their uncertainty 5 wit || 
peſs Pope againſt Pope,Coun- | 
cils againſt Councils, fome of 
their Fathers againſt other, | 
and rather then fail ſomea. | 
ainſt themſelves, new Tra. 
tions inrolled, and old ones 
Caſhiered, in a word one 
Church againſt another, and 
C if that be not enough) the | 
Church of one age, againſt" | 
the Church of another; 
Whereas the Scripture beiog 
true and unalterable,and con- 


taining all things neceſlary to + 
our Salvation! am ſecure,that WR 
by believing nothing elſe, | MR x 
ſball believe no faiſhood in IM , 


matter of Faith,8 if I miſtake 
the true ſcaſe of *criprure, WM c 
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and ſo fall into- error 5 yet1 

Fam ſecured from any da 
" FFrous error, becauſe whilſt I 
; Fam truly indeavouring to find 
| Zthe true ground of Scripture, 
*1cannot but hold my error 
Z without obſtinacy , and be 
* |: ready to forſake it, when a 
p {7 more probable and true ſenſe 
? ſhall appear unto me: and 


| 


4 


4 [> then being aſſur'd, that all nes 
2 ceſſary truths are plainly ſet 
: down in Scripturez I am cer- . 
$1 tain by beltevirg the Scrt * 
> pture, to believe all neceſlar 

= truth, and he that do's ſv, if 
© his life be anſ{werable to his 
& Faith, how 1s It poſlible he 
$ ſhould fail of Salvation. 
# And though the Roman 
8 Chu:ch pretend to be a pers 
k fect 


(72) 


fet . guide of Faith , and 
teacher of all Divine Truths | * 


yet ſure that Title might 
much better, and more juſtly 
be given to the Soriptures, 
astheir Teacher and Maſter, 


P JE 


The Roman Church brag þ #+ 
how ancient their Church is, Þ + r 
but doubtleſs they cannot de Þ +1 
ny, but the Scripture is more | *t 
anclent,if theyavill but allow | + © 
the Mother to be older than F © 
the Child. tt 

The Papiſts ſay thei 
Church is a means of keep! | 1 
ing Chriſtians at unity, foare Þ* x 
alſo the Scriptures, to thoſe F* & 
that believe them in unity of Þ f 
belief, in mattersneceſlary. Þ* © 

The Papiſts ſay their Þ? © 


Church is Catholick, cetaine 
1) 


| 


; ” 
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Wy the Scripture is more Cas 
$:holick 5 for a)l true Chriſti, 


Fans in the univerſal wor.d do 
Fnow , and ever did believe 
$the Scriptures tobe the Word 


Lof God , ſo much at leaſt, as 


#to contain all things neceſla- 


ry to ſalvation 5 whereas the - 


{+ Papiſts ſay , They onely are 
| *the true Church , and all 
|-cther Chriſtians ( though 
' more than they) give them 

' the lye for ſaying fo, 


By following the Scriptures, 
I follow that whereby the Pa- 


: piſts prove their Churches In- 


allibility 3 for were it not 
for Scripture , what pretence 


could the Papiſts have for it, 
2 or what trace Notion could 


they receive of it 5 fo that by 
G {0 
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ſo doing , the Papiſts my} 1 


oy confeſs, That the 


themſelves are ſurer of th 


Truth of Scripture, than 
. their Churches Authority; 

for we muſt be ſurer of the 
proof, than of the thing pro- 


ved, or elſe 'tis no proof: |? 
ſothat following Scripture, [Þ 


follow that which muſt be 
true, if the Papiſts Church 
be true 5 for their Church al. 


lows it's truth 3 whezeas if 1] 
. follow the Roman Church, [ Þ 
muſt follow that , whick 
though the Scripture be true, | 


may be falſe, nay inore, mult 


be falſe, if the Scripiute be } 
true , becaule the Scripture 1s Þ: 


againſ(} it. Following the Pw 
pilts Church, I mult be a 
(et- 
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ſervant to my Saviour, and a 


ſabjet to my King , onely at 
the pleaſure of the Pope, and 
renounce my Allegiance , 
| Zwhen the Popes will is to des 
| *clare him an Heretick; nay , 
-] muſt believe vertue vice , 
and vice vertue , if he plea- 


'ſes; for he both makes and 


unmakes Scripture as he 


[thinks convenient 3 witneſs 
the Apocryphs , which hath 


not paſt for Canonical , bue 
of late years, in the Papiſts 
Church , who interpret Scri- 
pture according to their Do- 
ctrine, but will not judge 
their Doctrine according to 


* Sciipture , for none like to 
| weigh light Money in true 
ſcales, In ſhort, the Pope 


G2 aan 
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( 76 ) E-; 
adds, and lefſens, and inter |} 
prets Divine Laws as he plex | 
ſes, and they muſt ſtand for | : 
Laws, and be obeyed as ſuch; | : 


ſo that in effe&t he rules his | - 


people by his own Laws, and 
his own Laws by his own 
Lawyers , bis Clergy , who 
dare not ſpeak nor uphold 
them , other than juſt ſuch 
as the Pope wou'd havethem; 
and indeed Cardinal Richelie 
gave the reaſon why mare 
hold the Pope above the 
Councils, than the Councils 
above the Pope , becanle tie 
Pope gave Archbiſbopricks 
and Piſhopricks , but the 
Councils had none to give: 
and though the Papiſts fay , 
his Hoiinels capnot err , wh 
el 


C273 


let not the Papiſts forget 

| Shes God fayes in the Series 

{ pture, it ( not onely ' the 

| Po ve) but if an Angel from 
Heaven ſhall preach any thing * 
azainſt the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
et him be accurſed. 

In following the Scripture 
we have Gods expreſs Com- 
mand, and no colour of any 
prohibition > but to believe; 
the Popiſh Church infallible, 
we have no Scripture-ccms 
mand at all , much leſs an ex- 
preſs one. , 

Following the Popiſh 
Church, we mult believe 
many th 'ngs, not onely a- 
bove reaſon , but againſt rea- 
ſon , witneſs Tranſubſtantia- 

tion , whereas foliuwing the 
G 3 / Scrt> 
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Scripture, we ſhall beliey 
many mifteries, but no impol. 
fbilities 3 many things above 
cur reaſon , but nothing as 
gainſt itz; Nay, we need 
not believe any thing , which 
reaſon wil! not convince us 
we ought to believe; tor 
reaſon will convince any {a- 
ber Chriſtian, that the $cri- 
pture 1s the Word of God, 
and there's no reaſon can be 
greater than this , that God 
ſays it, therefore it mult be 
ye. - 

Ina word , we Proteſtants 
beheve, that all things necei- 
ſary to our ſalvation, are cv1' 
dently containd in Scripture z 
and what 1s not there evident- 
ly contained , cannot be uy 

cc{- 
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* ceſſary to be believed, and 
* our reaſon is juſt and clear, 
[7 becanſe nothing can challenge 


our Beick, as to ſalvation , 


o ht wait hat J tcenced to 


Li; STOIN {ul Biclled S$2viour 
Chriit J-ſ1s, by criginal and 
univerſai Fradition 3 now nos 
thing but Scripture hath thus 
deſcended to us, therefore 
nothing but Scripture can 
cha'lenge our Belict. 

Now the grand difference 
between the Papiſts and us, ' 
concerning the Scripture , Is 
this; We hold:the Scripture 
to be the onely perfe&t Rule 
whereby to judge of Contro- 
verſites, The Papiſts ſay, 
That they acknowledge the 
Scriptures to be a perfect 

| G 4 Rule, 


(80) | 
Rule, one'y they -ay thi }® 
Ic excludes unwintten Trad, [4 
tion, wiiich in eff=(& is this; | 7 
they ſay, *Tis as perfect; 7 
Rule, as a Writing can be, | * 
onely they deny it to be a 
perfect a Rule as a Writing 
may be3 either they mult ;6- 
voke their acknowledgment, 
or retract their contradiction 
of it, for both cannot poſi 


bly ſtand together : for it Þ*;. 


they will but ſtand to what 
they have granted, that Scri- | 
pture is as perfe&t a Rule of 
Faith, asa Writing can be, 
they muſt then grant it lo 
compleat , as it needs No ad: 
dition ; and fo evident , that 
it needs no interpretation, for 
both theſe properties are re- 

quilite 
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Fcuiſite to a perfe&t Rule: and 
hat a writing is capable of 


both theſe properties , and 
iperfettions, is molt plain, for 


he that denies it , muſt ſay 


that ſomething may be ſpoke 
en which cannot be written, 
for if ſuch a compleat evie 
dent rule of Faith, may be 
delivered by word of mouth, 


{as the Papiſts pretend may, 
-andis, and whatſoever is dee 


livered by word of mouth, 
may allo be written 5 _ then - 


| ſuch a compleat and evident 
rule of Faith, may alfo be 


written, for the Argument is 
moſt plain , whatſoever may 
be ſpoken may be written a 


perfect rule of Faith has been 
ſpoken , therefore a perfet 


rule 


(82) 


rule of Faith may be written, | 
If the Papiſts cannot ſee this þ 


plain concluſion , they had 
beſt delire more light to be 
added to the Sun; 

The Papiſt pretend their 
Church to be, the infallib{ 


Teacher of al] Divine Truths, | 
and an infall:ble interpreter of | 


all obſcurities in the Faith, 
but the Papiſts will, I hope, 
g1ve us leave to admire, how 
they can pretend to Teach 
them in all places, without 
writing them down, that 1 
certainly, beyond the reach 
of their power to do, as well 
as our belief that 'tis to be 
done. 

And for the Papiſts ſaying 
there muſt be a living auth 
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[ (33) 
'F rity, beſide the Scripture, or 
2 elſe controverſies cannot be 
1þ; ended 5 Proteſtants anſwers 
* nece{lary controverlies , are 
and may be decided, and if. 
| they be not, 'tis not the defect 
« | of the rule in Scripture, but . 
, | the default of menz ſo that if 
| necellary controverſies be 
. | ended, 'tis no matter it the 
. | unneceſlary be nots for doubts 
4 | !efs if God had required it, 
þ Þ he would alſo have provided 
it | ſome means to effect it; but 
is | ſure it dues not {tand with as 
1 |-oy reaſon it ſh»uid be the 
11 Þ Pore, becauſe he cannot be a 
x | Judge, being a partiez indeed 
1n civil contryverſtes, a Judge 
g | Without being a partie may 
» Þ End them, but in controvers 
ties 


7 
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fies of Religion, a Judge of 
neceſſity muſt be a concerned Þ 
partie,and I am ſure the Pop: Þ1 


to us 1s the chief, and ml 


concerned partie, being realy Þ 


ccncerned as much as hi 
Popedom is worth, 


Now we Proteſtants make Þ- 


the Papiſts this plain anſye, | 
that the means of agreein Þ 
differences, muſt neceſlarij | 
be, cither by the appointmen Þ 
of God, cor men; men fur 
it cannot be, for then ratio 


nal wiſe Proteſtants,nay cor, 


as well as Papiſts, for let the Þþ 


Papiſts ſhew us if they can 

. ! © 
where God hath ' appoint 
that the Pope alone, cr 7 i 


confirm'd by the Pope, 0 


\ $4" 


that Society of Qh:1itians, i 
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EF which adhere to-him, fhall be 
'S the infallible Judge of con- 
7 troverſies 5 we delire the Pa- 


) 
ON FS . . 

K. 7 pilts, if —_— to let us ſee 
ah 7 any of thoſe aſſertions, plains | 
' $7 ly ſet down in Scripture, as 

[ls 


in all reaſon a thing of this 
* nature ought to be, or at leaſt 


ake 

., | delivered with a full conſent 
re, Þ- 

in of Fathers, nay let them ſo 
_ much as ſhew.us where 'ris 1a 

"Sls 

«n: 4 Plain tearms, taught by any 
| ne Father, in Four hundred 
50. Jars after our ble{led Saviour 
Be Chriſt z and if the Papiſts 
1. cannot do this, as we believe 


they cannot 3 where [ pray is 
'| their either Scripture or Rea- 
| ſon, that the Pope or his 
| Courcils ſhould obtrid: 
.; | themſelves as Judges over us 
| Proteſtants MH Next 
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Next we wou'd deſire t» | 
know from the Papiſts, whe | 
ther they do certainly knoy |® 
or not, the ſence cf tho | B 
Scriptures , by which they Þ! 
are led to the knowledge of Þ# 


4 
© - 


their Church; fur if they d B70: 
not, how come they to knoy Þ7 ni: 
their Charch is infallibc but Þ7 m 
19 they do, then ſue they 3th 


ought to give us Jeave to have Þ4 an 
the ſame means and ability to Þ* p1 
know other piain places in Þ ft: 
Scripture, which they have | th 
to know theirs; for if all Þ& kt 
Sciiptures be obſcure , how 
come they to know the ſenſe Þ tc 
of thoſe places 3 but if ſome Þ P! 
place of it be plain, why pray ÞÞ P! 
may not Proteſtants under- Þ T 
ſtand them as well as _—_ | 
= 


(97) 
0 | The Papiſts ſay , That the 
Vscriptures are in themſelves 
Strue and infalhble , yet withe 


N& 
: | Fout the direftion of the 
7 | #Church, we have no certain 


m_—_ 


means to know, which Tran- 
70ations be faithful and Canus 
FInical , or what 1s the true - 
{meaning of Scriptures and 
this is the common Argument 
and general Belief of all Pa- 
= pilts: To which the Prote- 
© ſtants anſwer , That yet all 
= theſe things miſt firſt be 
& known , betore we can know 
7 the diretions of their Church 
© to be infallible 3 for the Pa- 
F pilts cannot pretend any other 
& proof of it, bat onely ſome 
| Texts of Canonical Scripture, 
| truly interpreted 5 therefore 
? FH 2 £1- 
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either they muſt be miſtake | 
in thinking there is no other [* 
means to know theſe things, | 
but their Churches infallible þ* 
direCtion , or elſe we muſt he Þ $0! 
excluded from all means f 3& 
know 1og her direftions to be þ © f 
infallible; for the proof muſt Þf1 
be ſurer than the thing tobe Þ it 
proved , or 'tis no procf; Þ* 
And upon better conſiderati- | | *' 
on, I am confident the Px | Þ 
piſts dare not deny , but that Þ* ® 
"tis moſt certain. Faith hath Þ a 
been given by other means | Þ 
than the Church 5 for ſure Þ 


h 
they will not ſay , that 4dan Þ Þ 
received Faith by the Chuich, Þ 
l 

[ 


nor Abraham , nor Job, who 
received Faith by Revelation; Þ 
and alſo the Holy _— 

who 


| (99) 
Fwho received Faith by the 
Emiracles, and preaching of 
Four Bleſſed Saviour : ſo that 
Fyou ſee, and they cannot des 
#ny, but their general Do- 
f | idrine is contradictory 3 and: 
« [to make it yet plainer , I de- 
+ | fire to know of the Papilts, - 
+ | if they ſhould meet with a 
; | man, that believed neither 
| Scripture, Church, nor God, 
. þ but declares he is both ready, 


; | and willing to believe them 
| all, if the Papiſt can ſhew 


him ſufficient grounds to build . 

, | his Faith apon , wil! the Pa- 
| piſt tell ſuch a man, there 
| are no certain grounds how 

| he may be converted to their 

+ Church or there are 5 if the 
Papiſts ſay there are none, 
H.3: they 
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they make Religion an uncer- : 
tain thing : but if they fy Þ 


there are, then they mult 
neceſſarily either argue wo- 
man-lj;ke, that their Church 
1s infallible , becauſe it is in- 
fallible, or elſe ſhew there 
are other certain grounds be- 
ſides, ſaying , the Church is 
infallible, to prove its infal- 
libility. 

The Papiſts demand of the 
Proteſtants, if they believe 
the Apoſtles wrote all the 
Scriptures , for if they did 
net, how come we to call 
and believe them Apoſtolical, 
and not the Writings of thoſe 
that wiit them : To which 
we anſwer 3 Though all the 
Scriptures were not —_ 

; 
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. Þ by the Apoſiles themſelves, 
© yet they were all confirm'd 
| by themz and though a Glerk 
” writes a Statute, and the 
E King , Lords and Cemmons 
- confirm it in Parliament 5 I 
| believe they would eſteem It 


very improper to call it the 


| Statute of ſuch a Clerk, 
| though writ by b1m, but an 


Act of Parliament, becauſe it 


| was confirm'd by all their 
| conſlents,and ſo becomes theie - 
| AC, not the Clerks. ; 


The Papiſt deſires us to tell 


| them 1n what Language the 
| Scriptures remained uncor- 
| rupted, and we delire them, 


to ſatisfie us whether it be 


neceſlary toknow it, or not 


ncceſlary, if it be not, I hope 
4. we 
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we may do well without it, Þ 
but if it be neceſlary we de. Ws; 
fire firſt, that they will pleaſe 
to tell us what became of BF; 
their Church for One thcw F* 
ſand five hundred years toge | 
ther, all which time they Þ 
muſt confeſs, they had no cer. Þ 
tainty of Scripture 5 till the Þ 
time that Pope Clement the 
Eighth , ſet forth their ap! Þ 
proved Edition of the vulgar Þ m 
Tranſlation, and none ſure can Þ C 
have the confidence to deny, Þ k 
but that there was great va* Þ te 
riety of Copies currant indi. Þ t 
vers parts of their Church, Þ f 
and read ſo, which Ccpies Þ » 
might be falſe in ſome things, Þ | 
| 


but more than one ſort of 


them could not poſſibly be 
true 


(93) 


Ft 


"ther before Pope Sixtws 
 Onintw his time, their 
© & Church had any defined Cas 
© © nonof 6criptures or not, for 
' | if they had not, then *tis 
' | moſt evident that their 
| # Church was a moſt excellent 
© keeper of Scripture, for fif- 
' © teen hundred years together, 
| F that had not a!l that time de- 
| find, what was Scripture, and 

| what was not, but if the Pas 

| pift ſay they had, then we 

| demand, was that ſet forth by 
Pope Sixtus Quintus, or was 

It 


V 
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it ſet forth by Pope Clewen| 


or 1t by a third different fron 
them both 5 why do they not iS 
name himz if it were that {| 
forth by Pope Sixtws , the : 
tis now condemn'd by Pope Þ 
Clement, it that of Clemen, Þ 
'twas condemned by thatof de 
Sixt, (> that error muſt ne- Þ 
ceſlarily be hetwixt them, let Þ 
them chule which fide they Þ fo 
pleaſe. : if 
And for the book of X4- IC 
cabees, | hope they will allow Þ w 
it defin'd Canonical, before tt 
"St. Gregorie's time , though Þ p 
| he would not allow it Can By 
nical, but onely for the Ed ÞÞ L 
fication of the Church. | if 
We further deſire to be la- F n 
tisfied of the Papiſts, if the I « 


book 
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$ ook of Fecleſtaſticus , and 
riſedom, and the Epiſtle to 
$t. James, were by the hol 
Apoſtles approved Canonical, - 
For not, if they were appro-' 
cd by the Apoſtles Canont- 
al, ſire the Papifts cannot ' 
Edeny, but they had a ſufficient 
E definition and authority, not 
> to que! jou theui, and there- 
fore exr'd in doing ſo. And 
tif they were not approved 
f Canunical by the Apoſtles , 
v FE with what impudence dare *' 
e the Rowan Church now ape 
1 Þ prove them as Canonical, and 
- © yet pretend that all their 
* © Doctrine 1s Apoſtolical, and 
| if they fay theſe books were 
| not queſtioned, they ſhould 
| cowellto tell which books 
they 
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they mean, which were notſþ 
alwayes known' to be Caro. 
nical , but have afterwa! 
been received by the Ronuſ 
Church to be ſuch, f thiÞ 
this argument reaches thoſe, 4 
as wel as theſe. b 

And further we are to con 
fider , that there is 'not the 7 
ſame reaſons,for the Churches Þ ry 
abſolute infallibility , as for 2 an 
the Apoſtles, and Scriptures, Þ 6y 
for if the Church falls ino Þ 0; 
an error, 1t may be reformed Þ (hi 
by comparing it with the Þ m; 
Rules of the Apoſtles Dc Þ th 
Arine in Scripture, but if the Þ in 
Apoſtles have err'd in delive- Þ cr; 
ring the Doqrine of Chriſti Þ ar 
nity in Scripture , then the Þ or 
Roman Chutch cannot * - | an 
| ajl 


| (97) 
of8f1lible, for Apoſtles, Pro- 

[{phets, and Canonical Writers, 

Ware the foundation of the 
4 Church, as St, Paul ſayes tis 

#built upon the foundation c|* 
Z Apoſtles and Prophets. 


* Andnow to conclude this 
part of my diſcourſe in ve- 
OF'ry few words, let the Papilſts 
IF anſwer, ifthey can but thele 
| five words. All Scripture is 
0F Divinely inſpired. Let them 

Eſhewus ſo much for the Ro- 
©F man Church, and ſhew us if 
*Þ they cap, where 'tis written 
© Þ in Scripture, that all the de- 
*Þ crees of the Popiſh Chuzch 
* © are Divinely inſpired, and all 
* | our Controverſies will be at 
' | an end, but Ibelieve they can 

[ - never 
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Lever .do that, without ano.Þ 
ther Tranſubſtantiation min, 
cle of words. | L 
. The Papiſts defire us 6%. 
ſhew them an exa&t CatvÞ4 
togue of our fundamentals | 
which we anſwer, That Gol 
may be ſufficiently known toÞ 
one, and nct ſufficiently ds Þ 
Clared to an cther, and con-Þ 
ſequently that may be funds Þ 
mental, and neceſſary to one, 1 
which 1s not to anotherswhich 
variety of circumſtances 1en-Þ* ;1 
ders it impoſſible to ſet down p- 
an exact Catalcgue of funda: Dr 
mentals, for God requisÞ 1 
more of them to whom heÞ 
gives more, and Jeſs of thokÞ th 
to whem he gives Icfs, more Fl oy 
of a Commander cf a King F 4 
dom, 


A 
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dom , than a poor ſimple 
TT urn-fpit. "Tis a plain re- 
Fvelation of God to us Prote- 
Atants , that the Sacrament of: 
Fthe Euchariſt ſhould be admis- 
Miſtred in both kinds, 1 Cor. - 
- c.28 v, And that the pub- 
Mick Hymns and Prayers of the 
Church , ſhould be in ſuch a: 
{Language as is moſt for Edi- 
fication , 1 Cor, 14, and 19, 
, £16. yet the Church of Rowe, 
<«F ©not ſeeing this, by reaſon of .. 
"the vail, would be very an- 
VI gry, It we told them 'twould 
-E prejudice their ſuppoſed in- 
SF fallibility. 

| We read in St. Matthew , 
{: | that the Goſpe! was to be 
EF preacht to all Nations, and 
> Þ this was a truth revealed be- 
"p I 2 fore 


0+ 


<3. 
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fore our Saviours Aſcention, 
yet if the Church had bee þ 
aſked , before the converſion 
cf Cornelis , they would 
have certainly told you, it 
had not been neceſſary ty 
teach all Nations 5 for 'ts 
molt apparent out of the 11th Þ , 
of the 4Fs, they all believed Þ 
fo, until St. Peter was better 
informed by a viſion from Þ , 
Heaven , and the converlion 
of. Cornelis ; and then they 
_turn'd quite of ad ffering be- 
lief,- and eſteemed it neceſſa Þ wp 
ry to teach a'l Nations, and Þ (4 
yet vere {till a Church: The 
Papiſts are pleaſed to ſay, the 
Proteſtants differ in F und Þ ba 
mentals , which indeed ap Þ 1. 
pears. to. us. very rational Lf, 

for Þ 


108) 


Wor if they lay, We Prote- 
@ſants differ in Fundamentals, 
how then can they ſay, We 
Gare members of the ſame. 
{ Church, one with another , 
© more than they are withours, 


Cor ours with theirs and why 
© do they objedt our difference 


” more with one another, than 


- with themſelves 5 and if we 
© do not differ in Fundamen- 
© tals, why do they upbraid 
© us, with Fundamental diffe- - 
* rences amonglt our ſelves. 


| We believe the Catholick 


| Church cannot periſh , yet 
| e believe ſhe may and did 


| err, as Tprov'd juſt before: 
| but thus much we Proteſtants 
| Geclare in general , that: we 


| ctcem it ſufficieat for any 


EY mans 
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mans ſalvation - to believe Þ 
Geds Word , the Scripture, 


and that it contains all things 
neceflary to our ſalvation, 
and that we do our utmoſt 
endeavours to find , believe, 
and follow the true ſenſe of it; 


and being we are ſure, that 


all that 1s any way neceſſary 
1s there, believing all that is 
there, we are ſure we believe 
all that is neceſlary. 

And therefore *tis but rea: 
ſonable to ſay, that any pri- 
vate perſon, who -truly be- 
lieves the- Scriptures , and 
hearti;'y endeavours to know 
the Wul of God, and todo 
It , is as ſecure , nay ſecwer 
from the danger of erring in 
Fundamentals , than the Rv- 
” man 


————— Ez: 
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Z 42 Church : for 'tis 1impoſ- 
ſible any man. ſo qualified , 
© ſhould fa!l into an errour , 
7 that can prove damnableto 
: him3 for God requires no 
” more of any manto his ſalva- 
- tion, but onely his true and - 
* þ:ſt endeavours to be ſaved : 
\ And forthe Papiſts Sacrament 
: of Confeſſion, which they 


hold is ſo abſolute and necel= 


| ſary , and ſo much upbraid 
' us for the want cf it , we 
anſwer, We know no ſuch 


abſolute neceſſity of ic; jbut 


| yet we hold, we mult not. 
* onely confeſs our ſins, but 


forſake them, or we ſhall not 
find mercy: And we Protes 
ſtants farther believe, that 
they that confeſs their ſins, 
{ball - 


(104) 
ſhall find mercy, though they 


onely confeſs them to Cod, 


and not to man : And more, 
that they who confeſs them 
both to God and man, and 
do not in time forſake them, 
{hall not find mercy. 

And ſo for the Papiſts $2- 
crament of Repentance for 
Remiſſton of fins, thougly we 
Proteſtants know no ſuch; 
yet we al'ow, and obſerve 
the ſame Duty , but publick 
before the Church , which 
was the conſtant practice of 
| the primitive Church 3 and 
Rhemanu himſelf , though (0 
great a Champion for the Pa- 
piſts, writes, That the con 
feſlion then uſed, was be- 


fore the Church 5 and that 
au 


(105). 
Auricular confeſſion was not- 
| hen in tke World. 

{. The Papiſts will tell you 
* that our Biſhops have not the * 
true power of Ordination, 
| but that has been ſo clearly. 
f anſwered, and ſo truly pro» 
{ ved at large by ſo many al- 
| ready, as I thall not need here 
| ſo much as to name 1t: onely 
| 'ctmein a word, remember 
' the Papiſts, that they cannot- . 
well deny, but that the Dos ' 

| natiſts themſelves whom the 
| Papiſts eſteemed as bad as us, 
as being Hereticks, and Schiſ- 
maticks 3 yet St. Auſtin, and 
Optatzs Biſhop of Rome, did 
both acknowledge that they 
had the ſame Baptiſm, Creed, 


and Sacrament, and that theſe 
_ > 


(106) 
Donatift- Fathers, thougi 
Schiſmaticks, and Hereticks, 
gave true Ordination, cr elſe 
ſome of theſe were not then 
elteemed Sacraments; there. 
fore Jet them take which 
they pleaſe, there muſt be er. 
ror of one fide. 

The Papiſts pretend they 
have an unanſwerable objei- 
on againſt Proteſtants, which 
!s, That we have diſcords in 
matters of Faith , without, 
any means of agreement :' to 
which we anſwer, that the 
Scripture does not let us want 
ſolid means of agreement 11 
matters neceſſary to ſa] vaticn, 
and fur our agreement 1n all 
controveriies of Religion, ar 
ther they mult ſay we have 

p means 
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means to agree about them, 


| or we have not 5 if they ſay 
{ we havez why did .they bes 
| fore deny it, if they lay we 
* have no means, why.are they 
* ſo unjuſt to find fault -with us: 
for not agreeing 5 when they 
| themſelves, ſay we have no 
| means tO agree. 


But .for a Plaiſter to this 


| ſoar, they are ſo extraordinas 
ry civil, as to tell us, we may . 
| come to their Church: and ' 

| they agree In matters of faith, 
{ but the plain truth of it 1s, 


that they define all matters of 


{ faith, to be thoſe wherein 


they agrees ſo that to fay the 


| Roman Church does agree in 


matters of Faith, is but to ſay, 
they agree in thole things , 
they 


(108) 
they do agree in, and furs 
they cannot deny , but ye 
Proteſtants do the ſame. 

But we muſt deſire the P; 
piſts to give us leave to tel 
them, that they moſt groſly 
miſtake, if they ſay, they a 
gree in matters of Faith, as 
for proaf5 ſome of them hol 
it againſt Faith, to take the 
Oath of Allegiance , others Þ 
"tis. againft Faith to refule 
that Oath. 

Some hold it of Faith, that 
the Pope ,is head ct te 
Church by Divine Law : 0- 
thers the contrary, ſome ho!d 
it of Faith that the blcile« 
Virgin was free from actual 
ſin, others the contrary3 {ome 


that the Popes power ove! 
Prin- 


{ure 
: We 


Ph 

tell 
'olly 
Y a 
, as 
hold 

the 
hers 


fule 


hat 
tne 
* (+ 
10'd 
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me 
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Princes in Temporalities is 
de fide, others the contrary 2 


ſme that *cis univerſal Tradi- 
| tion that the Virgin ery 
| was conceived in actual fin , 
| others the contrary 3 And 
| how the Jeſnites and Francis 
| ſcans, and other Orders ditter 
to this day 5 1 am ſure needs 
no werrorandum 3 and the belt 
| Teaſt of all is, the Papitts 
| have not ſo muchas yet agreed 
[in their very pretended 


means of agreement , and 
yet have the confidence to 


| pretend an Unity more than 
the Proteſtants 3 for ſome of 
| them ſay, the Pope with a 
| Council may determine all 
| Controverſies , others deny 


it ; Some hold , That a ge- 
K nes 
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neral Council , without {1 
Pope, may do ſo, others de 
ny this: Others ſay, BohÞ 
in conjun&ion are infallible 
Beterminers , others deny i 
this: And ſome among tix Þ 
Papiſts huld , The acceptati 
on of the Decrees of Coun 
cils by the Univerſal Church, 
1s the onely way to decide 
Controverſtes, which others 
deny by denying ther 
Church ro be infallible ; ao 
yet. every part, pretends to 
be part of the Church. 

In a word ,- can the Px 
piſts deny, but that toere 
Has bcen Popes, igainit Popes, 
Councils - againſt Couuctis) 
INay , Councils con firmed 
by Popes , againſt Popes con'By 


[4 *vV? 
1!) ali* 
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firmed by Councils. And Laft- 


ly, The Church of ſome 
| Ages , againſt the Church of 


other Ages3 and ſince every 


part of the Pody is ſo out of 


| order , methinks they ſhould 
| not brag of ſo perfeQt a health 


25 they do. 
The Papiſts: ſay { and da 
but ſay it ) that thetrr Do- 


 &rine 1s held Catholickz and 


therefore they eſtcem it an ins ' 
lolent madneſs of us Protes 


 {kants, to diſpute aga'n{t the 


practice ofthe whole Church; 
Firſt , That their Do@trine is 
Catho!ick , we anſwer3 That 
the greateſt number of Chri- 
ſtians in the world deny it 5 
lo that they cannot truly ſay, 


we diſpute againſt the pras 


K 2 crice 


[#72 ) 

ice of the whole Church ; 
And farther weſay , ſuppor 
firg we ſhould in ccmplement 
to them grant, that their 

Church is Catholick and Un 
verſa! ; yet we ſay, Thati 
no ſufficient proof, it came 
criginally from the Apoſtles, 
witneſs the DoQrine of the 
Milenaries, and the neceſlity 
of the Euchariſt for Infants, 
which was generally taught 
by the Univerſal Church, and 
| believed as Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion , but yet contradiged 
by the Univerfal Church ab 
terwa:ds: This, I am ſure, 
the Papiſts dare not deny3 fo 
that we unavoidably caſt the 
Papiſts upon this Rock , that 
' they muſt either _— 
thc 


(113) 
the Apoſtles were Fountains | 
of contradiftorie Dodrines 3 
br that the Univerſal 
DoRrine of the preſent. 
Church is no ſufficient proof , | 
that it came originally from | 


| the Apoſtles 5 becauſe the 
| Church Univerſal of one time, 


and the Church Univerſal of 
another time did diifer. 

Next for their ſaying , 'tis 
inſolent madrieſs to diſpute 
againſt the ' practice of the 
whole Church , Eirſt we are 
fure, we ean bring more 
Chriſtian witneſſes , that des 
ny they are the wholeChurch, 
than they can bring to prove 
It : but ſuppoling we were 
3 mad as they ſay we are , 
and would have us to be, to 

K 3 dil- 
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diſpute againſt the whole 
prattice of the Church , y« Þ 
f hope we may deſire to knoy Þ 
of the Papiſts if they can des Þ 
ny, but that "twas tbe pri. iÞ 
cice,of the whole Churchin Þ 
St. An ſtine's time, and eſtee. 
med then an Apoſtolical Tra 
dition even by St. Aſtin: i 
himſe}f, that the Euchariſt 
ſhould be adnyniſtred to 1n- 
fants 5 And then let them'tci| 

us } Whether it be inſolent 
madneſs to diſpute againſtthe I 
practiceof the whole Church, 
or is it not} if it be not, why 
do they accuſe us for it ; but 
if it be infolent madneſs, how 
mad and inſolent is the Papili 
Church , not onely to difpute 
againſt this praftice of = 
Di- 
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{ Univerſal Church, of adminis 

| ſtring the Eucharift to Infants, 

{ but utterly aboliſhing the pras 
| Rice of it. 


$© that the very worſt the 


| Papiſts can ſay of us, allow- 
. & ing what they ſay to be true, 

| is that we but do, what they 

| themſelves own already to 

| have done. 


And though the Papilts 


| are pleaſed to ſay that the 
| Holy Scriptures, and-ancitent 
| Fathers,afign ſeparation from 


the viſible Church, as a mark 
of Herefie, yet they cannot 


| ſhew one plain Text of Sori- 
| pture to confirm it, | 


And for the Papiſts brag- 


| Ingof the Antiquity and unt+ 
| rexſality of their Churches 


K 4 Do- 
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Do@rige, ( though we alloy 
it very ancient, (C bating the I 
primative times _) we anſwer | 
firft as to its Antiquity, we i 
defire to ſee what Antiquity Þ 
they can ſhew for their giving | 


the Communion but in one 
kind, when they know that 
the Adminiſtring it in both 
kinds, was the practice of the 
Church for a Thouſand years 
after Chrift 5 what Antiqui- 
nie for the II _— 

of the Latine ler- 
"” the preſent uſe of 
indulgences 3 For the Popes 
power in Temporalities over 
Princes 5 for the PiQuring 
the Trinity 5 For the lawful- 
neſs of worſhipping PiQures 


and Images 5 For their m_ 
of 
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# For their whole worllip of 
* the bleſſed Virgin 5 For their 
* Oblations, in the notion of 
* Sacrifices to her, and other 
| Saints 5 For their ſaying Peter: 
| Noftersand Creeds to the Hos 
| nour of them,and Ave XMaries 
| to the Virgin Mery 3 For the 
| infallibility of the Biſhop, or 
. Church of Rowe 3 For their 
| Dotrine of the bleſſed” Vir- 
| gins Immunity from aftual 
| ſin 5 For the neceſlity of Aus 
| ricular Confeſſion 3 For the - 
| neceſſity of the Prieſts 1nten- 
| tion to obtain benefit by any 
| of their Sacraments. 
| laſtly for their licentious Dos 
| Ctrinein holding ,that though 
{ a manlives and dies without 
| the practiſe of any Chriſtian 


And 
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vertue, and with the Habits 
of many damnable fins un. 
mortified 3 yet if at the laſt 
moment of his life , he haz 
any ſorrow for his ſins, and 
Joyn confeſſion to it, he ſhall 
certainly be ſaved : This is 
Doctrine may keep many 
ſou's out of Heaven, but 
doubt will ſcarce ca:ry any 
one there. So that the Pas 
pilts Doctrine being ancient, 
1s nothing, as Jong. as 'tis evi- 
dent that they hold many 
dangerous, errors, as for It: 
ſtance, the ilenaries , and 
the Communicating Infants 
was more ancient, than thetr 
Dcfrine, and. 'tis plain that 
antiquity, unleſs it be abſolute 
and primative, is not a Cer 
tain 


tain ſign of trus Dodrine.; 
And the very Apoſtles them- 


ſelves, aſſure us that in their 
dayes, the myſtery of Int- 
' quity was WOrKINg. | 


The Papiſts demand how 


| comes it to paſs that their 


Dodrine is ſo univerſal, (for- 
getting that weeds ſpread 


iſter than good herbs:)) And 


we ask then how the errors. 


of the Milenaries, and the: 
Communicating Infants be- 
came fo univerſal, let them 
tell us this, and we wil! tell 
them that, for what 1s done 
in ome, may be done if 0« 
thers, 

The Papiſts ask us where 
our Charch was before Lu- 
ther, and tel] us, becauſe 
t wa 
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tas no Church before hin, 


| therefore it can be notrye 
Church at all. To which we 
anſwer, that this cauſe is no 
cauſe35 For though Luther 
had no being before Luther, 
yet none can deny, but that 
he was, when he was, though 
he could not be before he 
was; So there may be a true 


Church after Luther, though 


there was none for ſome ages 
before him : as ſince Column 
his time there have been 
Chriſtians in America, though 
there were none fir many 
Ages before : for it does nct 
follow, that nothing but 3 
Church can poſſibly get 4 
Church, nor thas the preſent 


being of a true Church de* 
pends 


w—— = 
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pends neceſſarily upon the 
perpetuity of a Church 1D all 
we © Ages 3 for though I cannot 
no deny the Churches perpetui- 
ber Þ ty, yet that's not here neceſ{a- 
er, ry to our difference 3 but 
hat that a falſe Church ( by 
gh I} Gods providence over ruling 
he Mit) may preſerve a means of 
ue I confuting their own Herelies, 
oh and ſo reduce men to truth, 
res 2nd raiſe a true Church , (CI 
# [| mean the integrity of the , 
en ſword of God with men.) 
oh © hs the Jewes preſerve 
py © cans to make men Chriftt- 
ot ſans , and Papilts preſerve 
a means to make men Prote= 
a | ffavs, and the YProreſtancs 
nt ©} folſe Church, ( as the Romans + 
-« || call it, ) preſerves gen Pas 
IS < vilts, 
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piſts : nor does it appear that 
the perpetuity of the Church, 
1s the truth of the Papiſt; Þ 
Church, for they ſpeak, as if iÞ 
they were the onely Chriſti Þ 
ans In the World before 1 i 
ther, when the whole World 
knowes, that this is but talk, 
and that there were other 
Chriſtians beſides the Papiſts 
that might have perpetuated 
the Church, though there had 
not been then one Papilt in 
being : for fure there was a 
Catholick Church before the 
Roman one. Next the Papilt 
ſay, to hold that the viſible 
Church is not perpetual, 12 
Hereſie, ſo that L»thers Rev 
formation being but particu- 
Jar, and not univerſa}, nor but 


of 
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| of late date, it can have no« 
| thing to do with the vifible 
and perpetual Church 3 
which the Proteſtants anſwer, 

| thus : To ſay the viſible 
| Church is not perpetual, 1s. 


properly a Hereſie, but the 
Papiſts cannot deny, but that 
the Apoſtles who preach'd 
the Goſpe] in the beginns 
ing, did believe the Church 
univerſal, though their 


preaching at the. beginning *'Þ 


was not ſo: So Lather alfo 
might well believe the unt- 
rerfal Church, though his 

Reformation was but particu- 
lar, the Church in the 
Apoſtles time being univerſal 


| de jure of right, but not oe 


jaFo in fact. 
L 3 INor® 


(124) 
Nor did Znther ard his 
followers( as the Papiſt ae 
pleaſed to miſccal many Pro. 
teſtants ) forſake the whi' 
Church, but the courruptions 
of it, in renouncivg ome of 
their corrupt practices, and 
this the Pr. teſtants fay they 
did without Schiſt iN, becauſe 
they had cauſes to doit, and 
NO 1T.2N Can have cauſe to be 
a Schiſmatick , becauſe he 1. 
onely one who leaves the 
Church with. ut a cauſe 5 tor 
beg not one'y ſereraticn, but 
cauleiefs {er 1ration from the 
ek ther is Schifcoatical: 
and I think will rot be a- 
m'ſs, bef. re : go any farther 
to diſtinguiſh the dificrcn ce 


between Herelie, and Scti m, 
Herefie 


(X3E) 
Hereſie is anobſtinate defence of 


any error againſt any nee ai 


| Article of the Chriſtian Fait 


Schiſin is 4 canſeleſs- ſeparati- ' 
on of one part of: the Church 


| from another. Now we Pro- | 


reſtants ſay ſtill, that we ne- 
ver forſook the whole 
Church, or the external Come 
munion of it, but onely that 
part of it which is corrupted, 
and is to be fear'd will ſtill . 
continue ſo 5 viz. The Papift ' 
Church 5 and forſook not , 
but onely reformed an other 
part, which part they them- 
ſelves were : and ſure the 
Papiſts will not ſay, the Pro- 
teſtants forſook themſclves, 
nor their own Communion : 
and therefore the Papiſts ar- 
2 gi. 
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gument muſt be very weak 
10 urging, that the Prote. 
ſtants joyned themſelves to 
no other part cf the Church, 
therefore they muſt ſeparate 
frem the whole Church; 
which the Proteſtants ſay is 2 iſ 
falſe concluſion,in as much as 
they themſelves were part of 
it, and ftill continue fo; and 
therefore the Proteſtants 
could no more ſeparate. from 
the whole, then from them- 
ſelves. - 

So that by the Rule f 
Reaſon, if Proteſtants be 
FSchiſmaticks, becauſe they 
differ from, one part of the 
viſible Church, by. the ſane 
reaſon the. Proteſtants may 
ſay that the. Ronan Church 

is 
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is io a manner made up of 
Schiſmaticks, for the Jeſwits 


| are. Schiſmaticks from the 


Dominicans, and the Domini- 


| cans from the Jeſuits, and the 


Jeſuits from the Canmonifts : 


| the Franſciſcaus from the 


Dominicans, and the Dowini- - 


cans from the Frenſciſcans 5 
for all theſe 4 as the World 
knowes ) differ in point. of 
Dodtrine, and betwixt them 
there is an irreconcileable 
contradiftion 3 and therefore 
one part mult be in error. 
And if the Papiſts. will-but 
ſtand to juſtifie what they des 
clareas truth, that every error 
agtinſt a revealed truth it « 
Hereſie, they holding. for ce: 
tain as a revealed truth, the 

L 4 1m- 
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immaculate concepticn of the 
Virgin Mary,then c::nfequent 
ly the Dominicans that hu!d 
and declare it an error: in 
Doctrine, muſt neceſſarily 
hoid a Herefie 3 Now it my 
be a fau't to be in error, be- 
cauſe it many times proceed; 
from a fau't 5 but ſure Pro. 
teſtants forſaking error,it can- 
not be a ſin, unleſs to bein 
error, be a vertue : ſo hardly 
do Papiſts deal with us Pro: 
teſtants, as they will either 
damn us in making us follow 
their falſe opinicns , or ellc 
brand us as Schiſmaticks for 
teaving them. 

And yet the rational fort 
of Papiſis can hardly deny, 
but the Proteſtant. Kel:gjon 

muſt 
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| muſt be aſafer Religion than 
| theirs, in worſhipping PiGnres, 

| in Invocating Saints, and Aus 

| eels in denying the Lay-men 

| the Communion in both kinds, 
ny | as was commanded by our 

nv. Þ Meſed Saviour 5 it celebrating © 
4 | their Church Service in a# un- 

known Tongue,which was con- 


[+ 
n. | Jemned by St. Paul. in ade- 
in & ring the Sacrament 5 and in 


ls il theſe a rational Papiſt cans- 

©, | not deny, but he is on the 

| more dangerous {1de, as to the ' 
committing of fin, and the 

@ © Proteſtant in the more ſecure 

| way 2s to the avciding it. For 

| in. all theſe things, it Profe- 
ſtants faytrue, the Papiſts do 
that which is impious; but on 

| the other lide, if the: Papiſts - 

Were 


o WE 
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were 1n the right , yet the 
Proteſtants might be ſecure 
enough too ; for their- fau't 


would be onely this, that they i 


ſhould onely , nut do ſome 
thmgswhich the Papiſis then 


ſelves confeſs 1s not altoge- 


ther neceſlary:to be done. 
And truly the Proteiants 
are {o charitably civil , as on- 
ly to ſay of Papiſts , as $t, 
Anfſtine did of the | Dovatiſir, 
That Catbolicks approved the 
_ DoTrine of the Donatilts, but 
abborred their Hereſie of Re- 
baptization. So Proteſtants 
approve the Fundamental and 
neceflary - Truths which the 
Papiſts retain , by which ma- 
ny good ſouls among them 


may be ſaved , but abhor the 


4 


many Þþ 


Con 
many ſuperſtitions they uſe 
intheir Religion. And w_ 
poſing theſe errours of the 
Popiſh Church were in them- 
ſelves not damnable, to them 


| that believe as they profeſs 
yet for us Proteſtants to pro- 
feſls what we do not believe, 


and eſteem thoſe as. Divine 
Truths , . which we believe 
not to be either Divine or 


| true 3 would . be doubtleſs 


damnable as to us : for us 
certain, Two men may do 
the ſame thing , and it may 
be finful tu cne, and not to 
the other : as ſuppoſe a mar- 
ried woman gives her ſelf out 
to bea widow,and one know- 
Ing her Huſband to. be alive , 
marries her , doubtleſs his in- 
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jJoyment of her was «adults 
rous5 but a ſecond man comes, 
and after ſeeing her pretend. 
ed Huſband buried , marris; 
her, and dies without the 
leaſt information,cf her Firſ 
Huſbands being then alive, 
his ignorance ſure protetted 
him from fin, and the ſecond 
Huſbands knowiedge of the 
ſin he afted , ccpdewned 
him of Aduſlteiy 5 82d 1hiugh 
his fault mighr be palliated 
with ſoire excuſes , yct It 
can never be defended by 
any juſt Apo/ogy : And fo 
though we read 10 Scripture, 
that it was St. Paw/'s Judye- 
ment , that meat « flered to 
Iduls might lawfully be eat- 
en3 yet he ſays, it any ſhou.d 
eat 


(133) 
eat it with a doubtful conſis. 
ence, he ſhould fin, and be 
condemned for ſo doing. 

And ſuppoſing we rrote=- 
ſtants ought not to have for- 
ſok the Papiſts Church, for 
fin, and errours., if ſhe had 
not enjoyn'd aud 1mpoſed 
them on us; yet fince (he 
does maintain them with ſuch 
obſtinacy , and impoſes them 
with ſich * Tyranny , we 
ought certainly to fay with 
St, [eter , and St, John, "Tis 
better to forſake men than Gods 
and leave the Popiſh Church 
communion, rather than come 
mit or profels known errours 
as Divine Truths 3 for as the 
Prophet Ezckiel tells us, thar 
tQ lay The Lord hath ſaid ſo, 
W nh:n 
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when the Lord hath not ſaid 
fo, is a high preſumpticn, 
and great fin, be the matter 
never ſo (mall; and there- 
fore when St. Pay! ſpoke con. 
cerning Virgins abſtaining 
from marriage , he ſaid, He 
had no commandment of the 
Lord , but T declare my own 
Judgement of it, Now if $t, 
Paul had given this as God's 
command , ſurely we might 
have juſtly contradicted him, 
and made a diſtintion be- 
tween divine Revelation, and 
humane Judgement. 

So that for a Proteſtant to 
abide in the Communion of 
the Roman Church , is (i far 
from ſecuring him from er- 
rour, as that if 7, AE 
r0- 
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Proteſtant ſhould - continue in- 
it, I am confident I could 


not be ſaved by it, and the . 1 


reaſon is , becauſe the Papiſfe- 
will not admit of my commus 
nion,, without profeſiing the 
entire Popiſh DoGtrine to be 
true3 and profeſs this I cans 
not, but I muſt perpetually 
exulcerate my conſcience : 
and though the errours of the 
Roman Church were not in 
themſelves damnable, yet far-- 
me to -reliſt known Truths,, 
and to continue in the profeſ- 
ſon of known Errours and 
Falſhoods, is certainly a ca- 
pital fin, and of great affia 
ty with the ſin which ſhall ne- 
ver be forgiven, 

Ia ſhort, if the errours of 
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the Roman Church did: not 
warrant our departure, yet 
the tyranncus impoſition of 
'q4hem would be our ſufficient 
juſtification 5 for they force 
us either to furſake the Papiſt 
Comminion , Or profeſs as Co- 
ſpel-truths, what our conſcis 
ence aſjures us 1s very little a 
ki to them : ſo that 
the Proteſtants were obs 
lig'd to forſake thoſe errours 
of the Popiſh Church, and 
nct theC/urch,but the erroms, 
and we Froteſtarts did,and do 
ſti}] continue members of the 
Chirch , having onely Jeft 
what appear'd mcſt plainto 
us, to be ſwperſ{itions and iw- 
piow., And we leparate no 
more from the Popiſh _ 
ten 
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than ſhe has ſeparated from 
the Ancient Church 3 and ins 
deed 5 to {peak properly, our 
difference 1s more againſt the 
Court , than Church of Rome, 


which has introduced fo ma- 


ny new ceremonies and pra- 
Qices in the Popiſh Church , as 
was never heard , nor pras 
Qiſed in the primitive Times; 
as for one inſtance of a Thous 
ſand , | might give you 35 
Their denying the cup to the 
Laity , which was never pra- 
Qiſed in the Church a Thuu- 
land years after our Sevi- 
our, 
\ But: becauſe. the Papifts 
brag ſo much of, and depend 
lo entirely on , the infall;bie 
lity.of their Church, 1 ſhall 
M 3 paſs 
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pafs by their Out-works, and 
ſearch a little into this their 
Grand Fort , the infalibiliy NC: 
ef their Church 3 for except i P 
they prove that, they prove 
nothing 3 but in proving that 
they prove al! 3 and if the P4 
gf .couid ſathfie me either 
y Scripture , or Reaſon, that 
their Church .is 19fallible, 1 
ſhould not onely be of their 
Ebyrch. to morrow , but re 
t I was not ſooner 3 but 
really by all that I ever heard 
or read , for their making it 
200d 3-1 find cauſe onely to 
admire their-confidence , but 
not at all to eſteem their rea- 
ſons. 

The chief Method © they 
take, and degrees they uſe , 
to. 
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to prove the inſallibility-of 
their Church , are by wholes 
ſale theſe, Firſt ,.. that St. 

Peter was Head and chief: 
amongſt the Apoſiles, and that. 
there. was given to him and-- 
his ſucceſlors by-our Saviowr , 
Univerſal Authority over his 
Militant Church .5 That the 
Pope or Biſhop of Rome Is St. . 

Peter's Succeſſor , and has his-- 

— of Univerſal Biſhop, '_ 
and conſequently the Rowaw: + 

Church being built upon this 
Rock, is infallible, all which-. 
Idoubt not , .but to prove,to- 
be inconſiſtent with, and con-- 
tradictory both to Scripture - 


and Reaſon. 
As to the firſt point of Ste .. 


Peter's being:Head of the 4poe- 
M. 4. fs 
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files, which the Papiſt; all. 


ſtile him, and ſay he wy 
called from © thence Cephas 
which is derived from the 
Greek, word Head , it is 
a molt groſs miſtake; for Ce- 
phas is a Syriack word that fi 
=_ Stone; but this is ons 
y by the by : Now we Prote- 
ſtaets ſay, though we allow 
St, Peter might have primacy 
of Order 3 yet we cannot 
grant he nd 
power over the other 4po- 
55 for ſure it cannot ſtand 
with the leaſt reaſon , that $t. 
Peter ſhould have authority 
over all the Apoſtles , and yet 
never a the leaſt authority 
over any one of them. 
Nor- is - it reaſonable » 
F fo 
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believe, that St, Peter having 
authority over all the Apps 
files for about 25 years toge- . 
ther, ſhould never ſhew the | 
leaſt power over any of them {| 
a'l that time, nor ſo much as | 
receive the leaſt ſubjefion 
from themzſure any one muſt 
think this as ſtravge, and un 

reaſonable , as if a King of 
Evglend for 25 years together 


ſkould not do one AQ of Res © 


gality among his ſubjects, nor 
receive any one acknowledg. 
ment from them. 

Nor ſure is it leſs ſtrange 
and unreaſonable, that the 
Papiſts ſhould ſo many Ages 
after, know this ſo certainly , 
as they pretend they do, and 
yet that the Apoſtles them 
ſelves. 
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ſelves; after that theſe words 


were ſpoke in their hearing 


by vertue whereof St. Peter 
1s:-pretended to be made their 
head, ſhould ſtill be ſo igno- 
rant of © it, as to queſtion our 
Saviour, which: of them ſbould 
be the greateſt, by which ſure 


we may rationally conclude, WI: 


they. did not then kaow ; for 
if they did,their queſtion had 
been needleſs, and ſuperflu- 
ous; in deſiring to be taught, 
what they already knew. 
And what yet appears 
more ſtrange then all, is that 
our Saviour ſhould. not have 
helped them out of thetr er- 
ror by telling them St, Peter 
was the ian, but rather con- 


firmed them. in. the. contrary - 


by 
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by ſaying the Kings of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Authority 0+ 
ver them, but it ſhould not be 
ſo among them. 

And again it 1s as ſtrange 
and unreaſonable, that St. 
Paul ſhould ſo farr forget 
both St. Peter, and himſelf, as 
in mentioning ſo often St; 
Peter, he: ſhould ſtill do it 
without aſcribing him any 
title of honour : Nor does 
it ſtand- with reaſon, that St. 
Perl ſpeaking of the ſeveral 
degrees of men in the Church, 
ſhonid omit giving St. Peter 
the higheſt, if it had been 
his due 3 but place him in the” 
lame rank and Equipage with 
the reſt of the Apoſiles, for 
St, Pant ſayes God bath ap- 
pointed 
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printed ( not firſt St. Petey 
then the reſt of the A pcltles) 
but firf Apeſiles, ſecondly Pro- 
phets, now certainly it Apo 
ſites were all firſt, that is all 
equal, how could cone.bein 
_ power than the 6+ 
er. 

But beſides all this, though 
we ſhould grant againſt all 
theſe probabilities, and many 
more, that Optet#4 Biſhop of 
Rome, meant that St. Peter 
was head of the Apoſiles, yet 
ſure the Papiſts are {till vey 
farr from proving, the Biſhop 
of Rome was to be (o at all, 
much leſs by divige right, 
ſucceflor to St. Peter in Tus 
beadſhip and Auth: rity. For 
what inccngruity 1s there, it 

we 
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we ſay, that Optatus might 
ſucceed St. Peter as his heir 
70- and ſucceſſor, in that part of 
po' his Government of that pars 
all W ticular Church of "Rome3 (| as 
in IO fare he did even whillt Se. 
0+ Peter was living )and yet that 
neither he, nor any man was 
to ſucceed him 1n his Apaſt'e- 
ſhip, nor in the Goveinment 
of the Church unive; ſa! : as 
though a Biſhop ſhould leave 
his Son heir to all he dyed 
poſſeſſed of, I hope you will 
not conclude , therefore he 
muſt neceſſarily ſucceed him 
» © in the Biſhoprick he dyed 
s [ſeized of, The 4poſtles were 
s IF men all called,ard divinely ins 
' © ſpied by the Holy Ghoſt, 
{ which was the immediate 
N. gite 
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gift of God, and therefore 
could not be left as a Legacy 
by-man 5 for though it be in 
any mans power to leave his 
Eſtate, yet "tis in no mang 
power to leave to his Son, 
his acquir'd parts at his death. 
"Tis further worth your ob- 
ſerving, and ſpecial notice, 
that = _ himſelf and the 
reſt of the 4poſiles, by lay« 
ing the Cor of the 
Church,were to be themſelves 
the foundation of it, and are 
accordingly fo called in Scri- 
pture. And therefore as ina 
building 'tis 1ncongruous that 
foundations, ſhould ſucceed 
foundations, ſo it may be 1n 
the Church, that Apoſtles 
ſhould ſucceed Apoſtles, the 
Church 


(147) 
Church being built upon 

Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Nor indeed does the grand 
argument of the Papiſts, for 
their Pope, extend any further 
;nReallity then to the partt- 
cular Sea of Rome 5 for thus 
goes their main argument. 
St, Peter was firſt Biſhop of 
Rome , and the Apoſtles , 
did not. then attribute co 
themſelves, each one his pare 
ticular Chair ( underſtand in ' 
that City of Rome, for in 0s 
ther places,others had Chairs 
beſides St. Peter ) and there- 
fore ſayes the Papiſt, he is a 
Schiſmatick who againſt 'that 
one lingle Chair erects ano- 
ther : "underſtand ti)l in the 
lame place) and this is the 
N 2 ground 
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ground & the Authority the 
Papiſis ſay , the Pope has to 
be Succeſlor to St. Peter, and | 
to exerciſe Authority over | 
the Univerſal Church. | 
But ſure the Proteſtazi: = | 
urge more rationally in argu- } : 
ing thus, That St, Peter | 
wrote Two Catbolick Epiſiles, i | 
In which he mentions his own I] 1 
departure, and writes to pre- | 
| 

F 

{ 


ſerve the Chriſtians inthefaith: 
but yet in neither of theſe 
Two Fpiſiles does he commend 
the Chriftzans to the guidance 
and authority of his-pretend- 
ed Swcceſſor the Biſhop of 
Kome ; which ſure if St. Peter II * 
had intended, he would ne- II 
ver have fo:got to have na- ff « 
med it, 
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And ſince the Papiſts fo res 
verence and adore the Popes 
power, let us Proteſtants alſo 
admire his way and means of 
attaining this power 5. for 
though the Papiſis ſay, that 
aſſoon as he is made Pope , he 
has his authority immediately 
from Chriſt z yet at the very 
lame time the Papifts all 
know, that he cannot be 
made Pope, but by Autkorte 
ty and EleGion of the Cardi- 
nds; fothat I amſure by the 
very ſame reaſon, any man 
that is choſen a Magiſtrate in 
any Town under the Pope's 
Territories , may claim his 
Authority as immediately re- 
ceived from Chriſt, as well as 
the Pope, And further,that the 
N 3 Pro. . 
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proving his being made Pope , 
does not render him infallible, 
F could give a hundred inſtan- 
ces out of the Hiſtory of 
| Popes , but that will not ſuit 
well with my deſigned brevi- 
ty 3 but let's aſk the Papiſ, 
if Liberizs Biſhop of Rome, 
after Two years Baniſhment, 
did not by the ſolicitation of 
Fortunatianws Biſhop of Acqui- 
leie, ſubſcribe to Heretie, 
and conſequently could not 
be infallible. And though 
the TPapiſis rely ſo much on 
the Authority of the Fathers, 
ro ſupport and juſtifie the 1n- 
faliibility of their Church, yet 
vpon tive Examination We 
ſhall find, they make no more 


for their Univerſal Bifhop, 
than 


(157) 
than St, Peter's Two Catholick 
Epiſtles do. 

1N- Ang for their arguirg out __ 
of Y of St. Cyprian's 55 Epiſtles, 
wt that ſure makes rather - a+ 
vi- gaioſt , than for them 5 for 
}, FF there St. Cyprian writes to | 
e, Y Cornelizs Biſhop of Rome, but WW 
nt, Y writes not ſo much to him, }| 
of Y as of himſelf, who was Biſhop 
4i-Y of Carthage 3 againſt whom :. 
e, Fattion of Schiſmaticks had 
ot Y ſet up another Biſhop : Now 
oh though the Papiſts ſay reaſo- 
on nably , that 'tis a mark of the 
s,} Univerſal Biſhop, that other 
n- Biſhops ſhould make their Ad- 
et] dreſles unto the Biſhop of 
vel Kowe, yetfure'twere better Il 
re} Reaſoning to conclude thus, | 
Pp, If the Bilhop of Rowe had |} 
I N 4 beer . 
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been acknowledged Univerſal 
Biſhop, and his Authority and 
Supremacy had: been believ'd 
and own'd , ſure St. Cyprian 
had not been ſatisfied with 
onely barely writing him his 
"fad ſtory, ( for he did no 
more, ) but doubtleſs would 
have made his complaint to 
him, and defired and expe- I " 
ed redreſs from him, as Uni- 
verſal Biſhop over the whole 
Catbolick Church , but his not 
doing fo, argued he eſteem- 
ed him Biſhop onely of one 
Church. 

And further , St. Cyprier 
all know , did reſolutely op- 
pole a Decree of the Komas 
Biſhop , and all that adhered 


to him in that one point of 
les 
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Rebaptizing , which the Po” 
piſþ Church at that time deli” 
vered as a neceſſary Traditt-- 
on, and Excommunicated 
the Biſhop of Cappadocia,Ge- 
latia, and all that were as 
eainſt that- Tradition , and 
would not ſo much as allow 


them lodging or entertains 


ment in Rome. 


Now ſince the Pepiſts afs 


firm, that not to re-baptize | . 


thoſe, whom Hereticks had 
baptized , to be a damnable 
Hereſie, 'Tis well worth 
alking the Papiſt, when this 
begun to be ſo; for if they 
ſay, from the beginning it 
was ſo, then they muſt mains 
tain a contradiction 3 for then 
was St, Cyprian a Profeſſor of 

dams 
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damnable Hereſlie, and yet 
the Papiſts eſteem him a Saint 
- and Martyr. 

And on the other ſide, if 
'twere not ſo from the begin- 


ning , then did the Pope 


wrong fully excommunicate 


thoſe other Chxrches of Caps 


padocia and Galatis, without 
ſufficient ground of Excom- 


munication , and ſeparation, | 
which by their own Tenents, | 
1s ſchiſmatical 3 ſo let them | 
chuſe which ſide they pleale, | 


the Pope was in an errour: 


And though Vidor Biſhop 
of Rozre obtruded the Roman | 


Tradicion touching the time 
of Faſter , upon the 4ſ- 
an Biſhops, under the pain 


of Excoummunication , and 
Dam- 
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Damnation 3 yet we read 
that Trenew, and all the other 
Weſtern Biſhops, though 
they did agree with the 
Biſhop of Rowe in his ob- 
ſervation of Eſter , yet they 
did ſharply reprehend his ex« 
communicating the Aſraw Bi- 
ſhops, for their diſagreeing 
with hims which moſt plainly 


J argues , that the Weltern Bis 


ſhops thought that not a ſuffi 


J cient ground of Excommuni- 
J cation , which the Biſhop 
J of Rowe did and therefore 


It muſt neceſl[arilyfollow,they 
did not eſteem the Roman Bl. 
(bop infallible , nor the ſepa» 
ration from the Church of 
Kome an Hereſie. And this [ 
am ſure is true and undenia- 
ble reaſon, The 


(156) 


The Popiſh Story tells us, 
That 0ptat#s Biſhop of Rome | 
upbraided the Donatiſts as | 


Schiſmaticks , becauſe they 
held no Communion with the 


Church of Rowe , by adding | 


afterwards that they were 
Schiſmaticks , for they held 


no Communion with the ſe» | 
ven Churches of 4ſea, which | 
occaſions this Queltion of the | 


Pepiſte, Whether a ſeparation 


from theſe feven Apoſtolich | 
Churches , was a mark of He- } 
reſie , ornot; if they ſay it | 
was not, how comes it that | 
the Pope's Authority is a | 


ſtronger Argument for the 
Popiſh Church , than the 4ſ 
an Authority for the Aſian 
 Churchesz And if the _ 
ay 1 


YG tO w 


nn — 


A ww w' nd = 


9 


«a oa 9 A — »u ke > UQ þ — 


(157) 


ſy, a ſeparation from thoſe 


1 ſeven Aſtan Churches was a 


mark of Herefie, then they. 
muſt confeſs their Church was 
for many years Heretical as 


J (cparating many years from 


the Aſian Churches. 
And Pohcrates Biſhop of 
Epheſus and Metropolitan'of 


J if« deſpiſed the Popes uni- 


verfal Supremacy and Autho- 


rity, and kept contrary to the - | 
J Pope Eaſterrday , the Fours 
J tcenth of Adarch. 


And indeed though the 


J ſpits do ſo much quote the 


authority of the Fathers, yet 
I 'ind they as little befriend 
their Churches infallibility , 
as the Afiarx Biſhops them- 
(cl1es have done, for though 

O the 


(159) 
the Papiſt ſay St. Hierome 
ccnceived it neceſſary tocon- 


form in matters of Faith, to 
the Church of Kome3 yet 


before the Papiſi brag of that, | 


let them anſwer us this, how 


came it then to paſs, that St. | 


Hierome choſe to believe the 


Epiſile to the Hebrews Cano- | 
nical upcn the authority of | 
the Faſtery Church, and to 
reject it from the Canon of | 
the Rowan Churches Autho- | 


rity. And how comes It al- 


ſo that he diſſented from the | 


Roman Church touching the |} 


Canon ot the old Teltament, 
let the Papiſs take heed of 
loſing their Fort , by endea- 
vouriog to maintain their 
Out: Wor ks: 

Ard 
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And now to conclude this 
pointe, and excule the Papilts 
mftake concerning their unl- 
rerſal Biſhop, we read in Sctt- 
pture of the Prophet Fliaz, 
who thought there was none 
left beſide himſelf in the 
whole Kingdom of J1ſrael , 
who» had not revolted from 
Godz and yet God himſelf 
spleaſed to aſſure fis he was 
deceived 3 Andif a Prophet, 
and one of the greateſt err'd 
m his judgment, touching his 
own tiine and Country, wh 
may nut the Papiſrs ( fubjeth 
tothe ſame paſſions ) err in 
their opinion, and judgment 
adcut the Popes being univers 
{al biſhop, when plain reaſon 
tellsthem, as well as us, that 


O 2 there 
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there were other Biſhops as 
much univerſal as the. Pope, | 
I now cometo examine this | 
infallible Pope , whether he | 
cannot make his infallible | 
Churchmore infallible than he * 
has made himſelf, and free } 
the Popiſh Church from error, | 
rhough he could not the Pope ? 
from Herefie. ; 
Now towards the diſproe ? 
ving the pretended infallibi- | 
lity of the Roman Church, I |! 
lay this asthe foundation of 3 
my diſcourſe, that the whole | 
Roman Church can be no bet- 3 
ter then a Congregation of | 
men, whereof every p3rticus | 
lar, not one excepted, ard | 
conſequently the genera/ty, | 
is nothing but a collection ot | 
men, 


C 161 )} 
men, and if every one be pol- 
luted, ( as who x ſay he is 
free from ſin ) how can the 
whole but be defiled with 
error 5 as reaſonably may A 
man brag he is in perfe& 
health and ſtrength, and yet 
at the ſame time confeſs he 
hath nat one ſound part a- 
bout him. And truly it ves 
ry much creates my wonder, . 
but does not in the leaſt fas - 

tisfe my reaſon , what the 
Pept s can pretend by the 
infallibility: of their Church, 
for if they wi.l allow their 
Pope to be no better than St. 
Peter. was; their Church to 
be compoſed of no better 
men than the Holy Apoſtles 
were 5 I fhall defire no more, 


and 
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and'T am ſure they can never 


prove fo much, for they that 
pretend to it , declare ag 
great an z7gnorance, as St. Peter 


did a fix, in denying his Lord | 
and Maſter : and there are } 
| other known circum- 
ftances, which made St. Pay! | 
prove him blame-worthy to 


his face. 


And for the Apoſtles being | 
m-error, we have not onely | 
the examples of the Apoſiles | 
themſelves, who in the time | 


of our Saviours Paſſion, be- 


ing fcandalized , loſt their | 


faith in him, and I believe the 
Papiſts will not ſay they could 
loſe their faith in our bleſſed 
Saviour Chriſt without error 3 


and therefore vur Saviour af- 
ter 


(163) ——=- 
ter his Reſurreftion upbraid- | 
ed them with their incredull- 
ty, and called Thowas incre- 
dulous for denying the Re- 
furreftion in the Twentieth 
of St. John, 

And further 'tis moſt a 
parent that the very poſt 
themſelves , even after the 
lending the Holy Ghoſt, did 
through inadvertency,or pre« . 
judice, continue ſometime 1n * 
anerrgr, contrary to a reveas 
led truths And if the Papiſts 
will not own to know thts 
truth, they may be fully ſa- 
tiefied of it in the ſtory of 
the AFs of the Apoſtles, where 
tiey may plainly read that 
notwithſtanding our Saviours 
expreſs warrant and injunfti- 
O4 On 
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on tO the Apoſiles io oo and 


reach to all[Natios;. Yet nots | 
withſtanding, till St. Peter | 
was better informed by a vi- | 
ſion from Heaven, and by the | 
converſion of Corpe/;#», (both | 
Ste Peter and the reſt of the 
Church, beld it unlawful fir © 
them to go and Preach the © 
Goſpel to any but the Jewer, | 
Now ſince we can prove that | 
St. Peter did err, and that the 7 
Church compoſed pattliy of | 
the Holy Apoſtles. themlelves, | 
who were bleſſed with, and } 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, |! 
could miſtake, and that there | 
*s #0 wan free from flu, 30d yet | 
that the Body of m6 that | 


make, up the Popiſb Sburch 
ſkou!d be infallible, is ow. 
| eſs 


(165) | 
fels beſide my Faith, to bes 
lieve, or reaſon to compre- 
hend. i 
For ſure. if the Rowen 
Church had beeneſteem'd by 
the 4poſiles infallible, what 
needed the Apeſiles any other 
Creed, thag this ſhort Creed, 
Thbelieve the Roman Church. 
infallible, and that would 
have been more effectual to- 
keep the believers of it,from 
Hereſie, and in the true Faith, 
then this Apoſtolica] Creed 
we now have. 

And ſure thePapiſis cannot 
but believe with us, that 
thoſe .holy men that wrote 
the New Teſtament, were 
not onely good men, but al- 


ſv men that were dejirous to 
direC(t 


(166 ) 


dire& us in the plaineſt and 


fureſt way to Heaven. And | 
' thePapiſts cannot alſo but bee | 
heve with us, that they were | 
Iikewiſe men very ſufficiently | 
mſtrutted by the Spirit of ? 
God, in all the neceſla- | 
ry points of the Chriltian 3 
Faith : Therefore certainly ? 


"tis moſt rationa} to believe, 


they could not be ignorant of ? 


this urn neceſſarinm, that all 
Faith is no Faith, except we 
believe the Church of Kome, 
was delign'd by God to be 
the Guide of Faith , as the 
Church cf Roome bejieves, 
and would have us believe (0 
tOOs 

We alſo further believe, 
and that with great reaſon 
too, 
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too, that the Writers of the 


* New Teſtament were wiſe 
J men , eſpecially being they 
J were aſlilted by the Spirit of 
q wiſcdomz and ſuch that muſt 
know , that an uncertain 
I Guide was as bad as none at 
J all and yet after all this, 1s 
J it poſhible for a Philoſophical 
IJ or contemplative man 5 pay , 
I for any man that has reaſon 
J or commen ſenſe, after all 
] theſe ſuppoſitions, to believe 
J that none among theſe holy 
I Writers of the New Teſta» 
J ment ſhou!d remember, (ad 
J re; meworiem. ) To (et down 
J plainly this moſt neceſſary 
J Dottrine , nut fo much as 
J once , that we were to be- 
J eve the Rowen Church in- 


fallible. Again, 
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Again , that none of the 
Evangeliſis ſhould ſo much as 


once name this Popiſh neceſſa- | 
ry point of Faith, if they had | 
eſteem'd it neceſſary for us | 
to believe it, when St. Paz! | 
ſays, He kept wot back ary | 


thing that was profitable for mi 


and ſure ' the Papiſts cannot | 
deny , but what »s neceſlary 
to ſalvation , muſt be very } 
prefitable : And St: Luke allo | 
plainly tells Chriſtians, his in- | 
tent was to write all things ne- | 
ceſſary, And ſure it ſtands | 
alſo with reaſon , that when | 
St; Pax! wrote to the Rewarr, | 
he wou'd have cungratu/ated | 


this their extracydipary privi- 
ledge, if he had beljey'd it 


belong'd to them, 
And 
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And though the Romans 
bring it as a great Argument . 
for them that St, Paul tells 


J them, Their Faith is ſpoken all . 
7 the world over. 
J them moderate thoſe thoughts 
J with this conſideration , that 


Yet pray let 


St. Paul faid the very ſame 


J thing to theTbe/ſ/alonians 3 and 
I let them further conſider this, 
I that if the Rowax Faith had 
J been the Rule of Faith forall 
* F the world for ever, 


as the 


- F Papiſts hold , ſure St. Pax 
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3 would have forbcrne to put 
7 the Romars in fear of an ime 
poflibility ( for though rails 


g lery is much in Faſhion now, 


ſure 'twas not then ) that 
they allo , nay the while 
Church of the Geatiles, if 

P they 


© they did not lock to their 
= ſtanding , might fall into in- 

" fidelity, as the Jews haddone, | 
1 Eph. 11. 

And methinks it alſo ſtands 
with great reaſon , that the | 
Apofiles writing ſo often of 
Hereticks, and Antichriſt, 
ſhould have given the Chri- 
{tian world this (C as Papiſts 
' pretend )) onely ſure Prefer: 

vative from them, .to be gui- 

ded by the infallible Church 
of Rome, and not to ſepa- 
rate from it, upon the pain cf 
damnation, 

Methinks allo St, Peter, 

St. James , and St. Jude , in 
- their Catholick Epiſeles, would 

not have forgot giving Chri- 

ſtians this Cathojick direct- 
on 


— 


(171) 
on of following the Roman 
Charch 3 and St. John” in,” J 
ſtead' of ſaying , He that bes © 
lieves that JTeſws is the Gbrifſt , - 
aud born of God , might have 
ſid , He that adheres to the 
Doctrine of the Roman 
Church, and lives according 
to It, is a good Chriſtian 3 
and by this mark you ſhall 


know him. In a word, can. 


there be any thing more irra- 
tional , than to believe, that 
none of theſe holy men, ' who 
were ſo defirous of mens ſal- 
vation , ſhould ſo much as 
once remember to write, that 
we were tc obey the Roman 
Church, but leave it to be 
collected from uncertain prin- - 
ciples, and by more un- 

2 cer- 


(29S) 
certain conſequences. 


So that upon the whole, 1 
cannot without much wonder, 


look on the Pope's confidence, | 
and the Papiſis credulity, in | 
eſteeming the Pope or his | 
Councils to be an ipfallible 5 


Guide ; ſure either they ne- 
ver read what they ought to 
believe, or elſe they will not 
believe what they read , 
though it be never ſo known 
2 Truth , and worthy of be- 
ltef: for if they did , they 
cou'd never b<:lieve the infal- 
libility of the Popiſh Church, 
for indeed if they would read 
the Popiſh ſtory 5 or , as | 
may well call it, the Civil 

ars of the Popes, you ſhall 
find, as I ſaid before, Pope 
againſt 
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againſt Pope , Councils as 


gainſt Councils 5 ſome Fathers 
againſt others , nay , ſome 


C againſt themſelves 3 new Tras 
Z ditions brought in, and old 
7 ones turn'd out 5 one Church 
J againſt another 35 nay , the 


Church of one Age againſt 
the Church of another. Ina 
word, the Papiſts ſay , their 


| Church is infallible , and all 


cther Chriſtians beſides them- 
ſelves, though more in num- 


ber than they, abſolutely de* 


J nyit3 and yet we muſt for 
J all that believe the Popiſh 
g Church infallible, 


And to ſpeak the plain | 
Truth , andina word tov un- 
ravel the real cauſe of the 


Grandeur of the Church of 


3 Rome, 


(174) 
Rome, above all other Chur: 
ches, is onely this; Rome 
was the Imperial Town of the 
Empire, and its Greatneſj 
was given by men, and not 
God; and when afterwards 
Conſtentinople was the Impe- 
rial City , they Decreed, that 
the Church of Conſtantinople 
ſhould have equal Priviledges 
and Djgnities with that of 
Rome' 

And now to end this Diſ- 
courſe , I defire you will 
Pleaſe to conſider this Con- | 
cluſion , which is, that af | 
ter all that the Papiſts have } 
ſaid, be it never ſo mich | 
and mighty to ſhew the infal- | 
libility of their Church, 1 
am. verily perſyaded they | 
Cafl- 


a oo wml DS mm VF wv 


(175) 
cannot ſhew more, if fo 
much, out of the Scriptures,. 
for their Church, as the ſmal- 
leſt ſociety of Chriſtians met . 
together in prayer, can for 
themſelves, that when iwo- or 
three are met together in wy 
ame, IT will be amongſt thens 
Jayes the Lord, And now 1 
have juſt done this ſmall diſ- | 
courſe, and the Sun is juſt up-. | 
on finiſhing this dayes viſit 
I can very readily follow that 
holy advice of not letting it 
co downin my anger : ( which 
I thank God I have to none 
living) and therefore am- in 
ſo much Charity with the 
Papiſis, 8s to wiſh that nei- 
ther they , nor FroteBtants., 
might waſt their pretigus 
time 


(176) 


time in meer ſpeculative con 
troverfies about words: and 
ceremonies, which of them- 
ſelyes will never carry us to 
Heaven 5 but that we may 
ſpend our time like wiſe Chri- 
ans in the wayes,and fear 
of God, which is the onely 
_—_ of wiſedcm 3 and 
not conſume it in ſtudying 
and maintaining of Diſputes, 
and faQtions, but if we muſt 
till differ, let Proteftants,and 
Pepiſts differ in opinions, but 
as Ariſtotle, and Cicero did , 
who, though they were of 
differing Judgments touching 
the natures of Sexls,yet both 
of them agreed in the main, 
that all men had Souls, and 

ſouls of the ſame nature. 
And 


(177) 
And as Phiſitians though 
| they difpute whether the 
Brain or the Heart be the 
principle part of man, yet 
that all men have Brains, and 
Heart they ſufficiently agree 
| inz So though Proteſtants 
| eſteem one part of the Church 
doctrine , and Papiſts ſet a 
higher value on another part, 
| yet the Soul of the Church 
{ may bein both of them, and 
though the Papiſts account 
that a neceſſary truth, which 
| the Proteſtants account nel- 
ther, neceſſary , nor perhaps 
true yet in truth,truly necel(- 
lary they both agree , vis. 
The Apoftles Creed, and that 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, are 
neceſlary to Salvation 3 And 
laſtly 


(178) 
laſtly though 'Papiſ?s hold, 
they may be juſtified by their 
works, and Prozeſtants hold 
none can be juſtified: barely 


by them, ( in regard of the 


imperfections of their works) 
yet on the other fide, we fo 


much agree with the Papils, | 
| as to eſteem none can be ju- | 
ſtified without them , for | 
without Repentance, and | 
Charity, none can be good, | 


they being both like Health 


to our bodies, the want of Þ 
which'1s ſufficient to diſturb | 
all other pleaſures, There- þ 


fore when we read St. Paxl- 


Treatiſe of juſtification by ; 
Faith, wihout the works of | 
the Law, Let us at the ſame Ft 


time read what he writes - 
| tne 


(179) 
the Corinthians concerning * 
the abſolute neceflity of that *_ ? 
Excellent vertue of Charity, * * 

| and they will reconcile one 

7 KF another andT wiſh, that we -Þ 

were all ſo reconciled in the uni® * 

) | ty of the Spirit,and in the boud 
? © of peace. And that you Ma- 

> | dam may be the ſooner recon» 

"F cild tone, for this tediouſs 

| neſs 5 I ſhall now make a cons 

 clufion , which after ſuch an 

- þ overg:own letter, muſt needs 
c | be the beſt complement that 

1 { can be made by, 


Madane 


London the 24. of 


/ | yours &*ce 
| 

0 

: Feb. 1673» 


